


A Service of the Word and Sacrament
Third Sunday of Lent
March 8, 2026

RINGING OF THE BELL

PRELUDE							Piano Duet – Take Me To The Cross - Helen & Joan

*WELCOME AND GREETING 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Praise be to God!

*CHORAL GATHERING 					“I Want Jesus to Go with Me” No. 490
I want Jesus….to go with me; I want Jesus…to go with me.
All along my pil---grim journey,
O I want Jesus to go with me.

In my trials, O comfort me; In my trials, O comfort me;
When my heart is al--most breaking,
O I want Jesus to comfort me.

When I’m in trouble, O stay with me; When I’m in trouble, O stay with me;
When my head is bow—ed in sorrow,
O I want Jesus to stay with me.

*CALL TO WORSHIP	                                                          
O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you
As the day rises to meet the sun.
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
Praise God for the wonder of water.
We remember when the people of Israel were in the wilderness.
They were thirsty.  They cried out to God.  
Moses struck a rock and water came out.
Praise God for the wonder of water.
We remember the time Jesus said, 
“whoever gives you cup of water to drink 
because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward.”
Praise God for the wonder of water.
We remember our baptism.
With water and with Spirit, we confirmed our trust in God.
Today we reconfirm our trust in God.
Lord Jesus,
Fill us with your Holy Spirit.  We come into this community on this Sunday morning, realizing that our hearts are not fed by the lures of this world.  Take us as we are, O God, and embrace us with your love and your mercy.  Transform us into the sort of people you would have us become as we seek to practice the upward call of faith through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*HYMN							“Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer” No. 18
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Come and join your voice with mine as we pray.
Gracious God, we find our rest in you.  You provide us solace in our grief.  You provide us shelter when the storms of life pound upon us.  You provide forgiveness and grace when we are unable to carry the burden of sin any longer.
We confess we have fallen short of your glory.  We have used strong words to intimidate others.  We have followed too closely the way of evil and domination, and we have resisted your call to take up the cross and follow you.  With the lure of power casting its spell upon us, help us believe and trust the peace that has come to us through Christ our Lord.  We offer this prayer in his name.  Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The Gospel announces that in Christ we are made free.  We are made free from sin.  We are made free from the power of death.  We are made free that we might live in community and in this world where Christ is all in all.  Amen. 

*RESPONSE									“Precious Lord” No. 472

PSALM 95. (A Liturgy of God’s kingship) Responsively		Willow & Stephanie Roethel
O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God,
 and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
 the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
 and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
For he is our God,   
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
when your ancestors tested me,
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
For forty years I loathed that generation and said, 
‘They are a people whose hearts go astray,
 and they do not regard my ways.’
Therefore, in my anger I swore,
‘They shall not enter my rest.’

THE OLD TESTAMENT		Exodus 17:1-7		Willow & Stephanie Roethel
From the wilderness of Sin, the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ 5 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah[a] and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’

THE GOSPEL			John 4:5-42		Willow & Stephanie Roethel
 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[a] 10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ 11 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ 13 Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’
16 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 17 The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ 19 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you[b] say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ 21 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ 25 The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ 26 Jesus said to her, ‘I am he,[c] the one who is speaking to you.’
27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ 28 Then the woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ 32 But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ 33 So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to eat?’ 34 Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving[a] wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.’
39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’

CHILDREN’S SPECIAL MUSIC	“I am a ‘C’”

[bookmark: _Hlk176263873]SERMON ON THE STEPS	“Jesus and Samaritans”

*HYMN								“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” No. 498

SERMON	“He Loved Her Anyway”

INGATHERING OF PRAYER CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
[bookmark: _Hlk150338549]Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

THE OFFERING
The offering is part of our worship of God.  As certainly as God’s abundant love is shown to us in a myriad of ways, an offering expresses our response to God’s love.  We trust that God’s Spirit will ever guide you on a path of loving kindness.  Thank you for your contributions.  I invite you to stand as we offer our praise to God.  
 
*OFFERING RESPONSE				“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” No. 780
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, you heavenly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
God we bless your holy name.  You are the source of all that exists.  You fill our hearts with love to overflowing.  Help us O God to live our lives in joyful obedience through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(The United Church of Christ practices an open communion.  Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s Table.)   
Luke, the evangelist, wrote of our risen Lord, who at the table with two of the disciples took bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them.  Their eyes were opened, and they recognized the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.  
In company with all believers in every time and beyond time, we come to this table to know the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.  
God be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God our thanks and praise.  
Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we thank you for your steadfast love.  We praise you for all that sustains life, for people of faith who have given themselves to your will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you sent from your own Being as our Savior.  We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of your church for its mission in the world.  Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire family of your faithful people everywhere:
Holy, Holy, Holy God of love and majesty,
The whole universe speaks of your glory.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
As sisters and brothers of faith, we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus Christ.  Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat, this is my body.”  Then Jesus took a cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to the disciples and said: “Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  We say boldly what we believe:
Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
Come, Holy Spirit, come.  Bless this bread, we pray, that we may know the very presence of Christ.  Bless this cup that is maybe for us the living cup reminding us of our salvation. Bless each of us in our eating and drinking that our eyes may be opened to the presence of the risen Christ in our midst.  And bless this community that we may always live and act as sisters and brothers of faith through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN                                                                                                                                              “On Eagle’s Wings”
1) You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in His shadow for life
Say to the Lord, "My refuge, My rock, in whom I trust!"
[Chorus] And He will raise you up on eagle's wings bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun and hold you in the palm of His hand.

2) The snare of the fowler will never capture you and famine will bring you no fear
Under His wings, your refuge, his faithfulness, your shield. (Chorus)
3) You need not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day,
Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come. (Chorus)
4) For to His angels He's given a command, to guard you in all of your ways
Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. (Chorus)

*ANNOUNCEMENTS

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION	

*POSTLUDE

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
One Great Hour of Sharing is an annual all-church offering received on the Fourth Sunday of Lent (next Sunday).  Contributions to the OGHS assist Church World Service in address hunger and human rights concerns within the United States and around the world. 



