St. John’s and St. Paul’s U.C.C.
Fifth Sunday in Lent
22 March 2026
(Pastor Mike Mattek)
Ringing of the Bell

The Prelude: 				Helen Schmitz and Joan Bender: “Lead Me to Calvary”

Welcome and Greeting: 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
Praise be to God!

Responsive Call to Worship:
This is not the time for platitudes, for simple answers and tired clichés.
Let our worship be arms that can hold all that grieves us.
When we are standing at the edge of the tomb staring into the truth of the death-dealing forces of our world, when there is nothing left to do but to go and weep,
Let our worship be the song calling us forth from the grave
to the community that can unbind us and set us free.

Unison Prayer of Invocation: 
In this hour, as we risk the vulnerability of love, the possibility of joy, the dream of freedom, stay with us, Sweet Spirit, stay with us. Amen.

Hymn: #189 “Down at the Cross”

Scripture Reading—1 John 4:7-21		(Charlotte and Jerrison Werdeo)
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother or sister, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother or sister whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother or sister.
Children’s Choir: This Little Light of Mine

Children’s Sermon

The Message: “God is Love” 

Song (on monitors): “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (by The Hymns Project) 

Prayers of the People (Joys and Concerns)

The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Bell and Chime Choirs: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
                                                    Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross

Unison Invitation to Generosity:
Resurrected life takes community. We are being called to awaken to, rise into an ethic of sharing rather than scarcity so that we all might have life and have it abundantly

Bringing Our Gifts to God (While the offering is brought forth): 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, you heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Unison Offertory Prayer: 
From these offerings, Holy One, create freedom. From these hearts, Holy One, raise up love. From these hands, Holy One, bring life.
From every one of our gifts, in the sharing of our resources, may we be unbound,
and be called forth into a new day together. Amen.

Hymn: #197 “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” 

Announcements: 

The Benediction: 
May the love of God the Father, the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forevermore. Amen.

The Postlude:
