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RINGING OF THE BELL 

THE PRELUDE 		Open the Gates of the Temple   Helen and Joan piano duet

GREETINGS & WELCOME

Call to Worship
One: Blessed is the leader who comes in the love of God.
Many: Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!
One: Amid the powers of this world, Christ comes humbly, riding on a donkey. 
Many: Hosanna to the Son of David! Hosanna in the highest!
One: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Many: Hosanna in the highest heaven!

*Palm Parade	#213 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

*UNISON PRAYER OF APPROACH 
Enter, Lord Jesus! We welcome you into our midst on this Palm Sunday morning, just as the people of Jerusalem welcomed you. May we wave palm branches and shout Hosanna. Proclaim you lord and follow you as love enters the world, as justice comes among us, as peace finds its way and truth becomes known. Amen

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We stand at the gate, hesitant and uncertain. Will we join the parade, risking our reputation along with Jesus? Or will we play it safe? Forgive our fear, our indecision, our apathy, O God. Such moments in life are not easy, yet we know you are with us. You entered our story through Jesus, now help us to enter fully into the story of your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Know this: you may join the parade at any time, no matter how slow you’ve been to say “yes.” You are forgiven and freed, encouraged and loved by a God who wants you to live fully.

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE St. John’s – Jessica Barts

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (NRSVUE)
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches,
    up to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.
29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSVUE)
21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,
    humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Pave the Way with Branches 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

THE MESSAGE

*HYMN		# 216 All Glory, Laud, and Honor

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns)

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
[bookmark: _Hlk150338549]Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
	#785 (While the offering is brought to the altar)
		We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be;
		All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.



*UNISON OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of all true power and glory, we thank you that Jesus Christ came to Jerusalem not with a sword to challenge the power of this world, but with love, recognizing your authority in human life. Enable your church to choose your ways winning the victory over sin and death. Establish your righteous realm on earth. Use our gifts and our lives to your glory, through Jesus, who comes in your name. Amen.		

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN	# 223 What Wonderous Love is This

*THE BLESSING	(Philippians 2:5-11)
One: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to cling to.
Many: Instead Christ, in complete self-emptying,
took the form of the oppressed,
and was born into the human condition.
One: And being found in human form,
Jesus humbled himself.
Many: Jesus became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.
One: Therefore God also highly exalted Christ
and gave to Jesus the name that is above every name.
Many: At the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess,
to the glory of God the Life-Give of us all,
that Jesus Christ reigns supreme!

*THE POSTLUDE

Call to Worship adapted from Unfolding Light by Steve Garnaas-Holmes. Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Grace adapted from Enter the Story by Marcia McFee of Worship Design Studio.
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