ST. JOHN’S and ST. PAUL’S UCC
Third Sunday after Easter
April 19, 2026
RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE

WELCOME AND GREETING
	Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
One: The world rejoices!
All: The glory of god shines in the morning sunrise and sings with the chorus of dawn.
One: The world rejoices!
All: The Living Word we call Jesus Christ is loose in our world.  The sick are healed and the downtrodden are lifted up.
One: The world rejoices!
All: The Holy Spirit is at work, the suffering gain new hope, our faith is alive!

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
One: Let us pray.
All: We come into your presence, O God, though we find it difficult to leave our pressing concerns behind.  We come into your presence, aware of how greatly you have blessed us.  We acknowledge your presence, knowing that you are already with us.  Bless us with the assurance of your constant care. Amen.

*SONG #257 “Alleluia! Gracious Jesus!”

SCRIPTURE READING	Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19	Patty Stuckmann

Thanksgiving for Recovery from illness

1 I love the LORD because he has heard my voice and my supplications.
2 Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3 The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish.
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD, “O LORD, I pray, save my life!”

12 What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD;
14 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones.
16 O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.  You have loosed my bonds.
17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!

Luke 24: 13-25		The Walk to Emmaus

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,[c] who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.[d] Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 

SONG “On The Road to Emmaus” by John Ylvisaker. 

THE MESSAGE “To Emmaus and Back”

PASTORAL PRAYER (Joys and Concerns)

Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

RESPONSIVE INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
One: Let us now focus on our response to God’s Word.
All: We open our hearts to receive, and we open our hearts to give.
One: You have made us holy vessels, God, to bear your love and generosity
All: Bless us now as we pour out the gifts you have first given us.

*BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #625 (While the offering is brought forward)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, you heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*RESPONSIVE OFFERTORY PRAYER
One: Graciously you have given to us, O God.
All: Graciously we return these gifts and ask for your blessing upon them.
One: May our gifts of time, talent and funds bring us together with those we serve.
All: Bless us that our community of faith might be a blessing to your whole world.

*SONG #76 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BENEDICTION
One: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you in favor and give you peace.
All: Amen!

*POSTLUDE
