ST. JOHN’S UCC & ST. PAUL’S UCC
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
May 10, 2026
RINGING OF THE BELL 

THE PRELUDE 

GREETINGS & WELCOME 
One: Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
All: Praise be to God

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: We have come to worship. It is good to be here.
All: We are here with friends. We rejoice in the “ties that bind”.
One: We have come to worship. It is good to be here.
All: We’re ready to meet new people. We will share fresh experiences.
One: We have come to worship. It is good to be here.
All: We join together in prayer and praise. We hear God’s Word, spoken to us.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
One: Let us pray.
All: God of times past, God of the present moment, God of all the days to come, you are with us, celebrating our joys, supporting us in times of loss. You are with us, encouraging us to embrace new truth. You are the object and focus of our worship, you are our inspiration. Thank you for being with us.  Amen.

SONG #28 “For the Beauty of the Earth”

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE – Charlotte & Jerrison Werdeo

1 Peter 3:13-22 (NRSVUE)
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

John 14:15-21 (NRSVUE)

The Promise of the Holy Spirit
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

ST. JOHN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

THE MESSAGE – Accounting for the Hope that is in You.

SONG (on monitors) – “The Ones Who Mother Me”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns)

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
One: Let us now focus on our response to God’s Word
All: We open our hearts to receive, and we open our hearts to give.
One: You have made us holy vessels, God, to bear your love and generosity.
All: Bless us now as we pour out the gifts you have first given us.

*BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #785 “We Give You But Your Own”
(While the offering is brought forward)
We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

*RESPONSIVE OFFERTORY PRAYER
One: Graciously you have given to us, O God.
All: Graciously we return these gifts and ask for your blessing upon them.
One: May our gifts of time, talent and funds bring us together with those we serve
All: Bless us that our community of faith might be a blessing to your whole world.

*SONG #506 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*THE BENEDICTION 
One: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you in favor and give you peace.
All: Amen!
 
*THE POSTLUDE

