ST. JOHN’S and ST. PAUL’S UCC
 Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026


RINGING OF THE BELL 				

THE PRELUDE 
 
*Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 68)
One: Let God rise up! Sing to God; lift up a song to the One who rides upon the clouds–the Holy One– be exultant before God.
Many: Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy!
One: Let God rise up! Ascribe power to God, full of majesty and power.
Many: Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy!
One: Let God rise up! Awesome is God in the sanctuary, who gives power and strength to the people.
Many: Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy! Blessed be God!

*UNISON PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE
Righteous God, you offer the newness of life and we cling to dry and desolate places. We withhold our trust and cling to the ways of the world while retreating from witnessing to your goodness in the world. We allow hopelessness to reign in our lives and direct our attitudes and actions. Help us, O God, to believe that resurrection is not a one time event but a way of being we commit to living. Let the resurrected live in us transform our being, thinking, and doing in the world. Amen.
*WORDS OF GRACE
New Creation in Christ, the resurrected life is yours. We place our hope in the assurance that, in Christ, all things are made new. Change is possible. The world we seek is ours to build, nurture, and sustain. God has given us grace and authority as well as a Companion to make a difference in the world. Receive these gifts freely as they are given. Amen!

*SONG #459 - “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing”

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE: 		Leah Bender and Winter Gabrielse

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 - Elijah ascends in a chariot of fire
Let God rise up; let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee before him.
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, let the wicked perish before God. But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy.
Sing to God; sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds--his name is the LORD-- be exultant before him. Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious live in a parched land. O God, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, Selah the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored your heritage when it languished; your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord, Selah O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel and whose power is in the skies. Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; he gives power and strength to his people. Blessed be God!

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 - God sustains those who suffer
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

John 17:1-11- Christ's prayer for his disciples
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. "I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

Chime and boomwhacker choir -        God Is so Good
                                                            Jesus Loves Me
                                                            B-I-B-L-E

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 

THE MESSAGE 

SONG (on monitors): “Leaning In” by Rev. Dr. Christopher Grundy

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns)

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk195026750]UNISON INVITATION TO GENEROSITY (UCC Worship Ways)
	   Our commitments in the world are tangible and spiritual. Let us bring our whole selves to contribute to the kingdom of God, including material resources, as a faithful act of hope, trust, and companionship in this community and in the world.

*BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #785 (While the offering is brought forward)
		We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be; all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

*UNISON OFFERTORY PRAYER (UCC Worship Ways)
 	Generous God, may these gifts we bring be used to bless, to build, and to beautify through generous and faithful care. Amen.

*SONG #76 – “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*THE BENEDICTION
			May the God who goes before you clear your path.
May the Savior who prays for you hold you close.
May the Spirit who strengthens you lift you up.
And may you walk into this world knowing you are never alone.
			Go in peace my friends. Amen!


*THE POSTLUDE 

