St. John’s-Schwarzwald U.C.C.

Second Sunday after Pentecost
7 June 2026

RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE: “Shine, Jesus Shine”  (Performed by Joan Bender)

*WELCOME AND GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP:
		Psalm 100
1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
2     Serve the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
3 Know that the Lord is God.
    It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.
    Give thanks to him; bless his name.
5 For the Lord is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever and his faithfulness to all generations.

HANDBELL CHOIR: “Bound for Glory”

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Forgive us, Lord, when we live in a world of our own making where there is hatred and racism, where the poor do not count for much.  Forgive us, Lord, when we have lacked the willpower to resist what is truly wrong.  We are truly sorry for those times we have turned our backs on those you love.  Help us, O God, to live in the shadow of your cross, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION: 
In silence, reflect upon how you have fallen short—in thoughts, words, or actions—to follow the ways of the Lord and His commandments.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS:
The Lord forgives us when we come to Him with humble and contrite hearts: “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities . . . As far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103: 10, 12) 

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION:
Dear Lord, we ask that you fill this place with your Holy Presence as you did in the tabernacle as the Israelites wandered in the wilderness.  And we ask you to inspire us with your Holy Spirit to praise and worship you as the one, holy, creator of the universe, who watches over us and leads us back to you with praise and gratitude.  

HYMN: #403 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

PASSING OF THE PEACE:
Take a moment to meet and greet those around you. 

THE READINGS
Genesis 12:1-9 (NRSVUE)	Reader: Lynn Busse
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 

7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

Matthew 9:9-13 (NRSVUE)	Reader: Lynn Busse
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

Romans 4:13-25 (NRSVUE)	Reader: Lynne Busse
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 

23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:  “Keeping Promises”

SERMON: 	“Three-Way Calling”

SONG (on monitors): “Almighty” (by Wayne Watson).  Please join in singing! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):

PASTORAL PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE, CONCLUDING WITH “THE LORD’S PRAYER”:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERING: 
Everything we have is from the Lord, both spiritually and materially.  As good stewards of these blessings, we give a portion back to the Lord by means of our tithes and offerings.  
As the offering is brought forward, please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

HYMN: #493 “O Jesus, I Have Promised”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE:

NOTES: 
Contact information for Pastor Mike:
	Phone/text: 414-708-0594
	Email: pastormike.mattek@gmail.com
	Office hours: usually held on Wednesdays 11:30am-1:00pm

During the next several months, I would love to meet with you to get to know you and your family better!  A visit to your home is ideal; however, we could also meet at the church or some other location if you prefer.  Simply contact me to set up a date.  Here are some tentative times I have blocked off in my schedule: would any of them work for you?
	Wednesdays:	10:00-11:00am
	Wednesdays: 	sometime between 4:00 and 7:00pm
