St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)
 4th Sunday after Pentecost
21 June 2026

* Indicates to please rise if you are able

RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE: “The Old Time Religion” (Performed by Helen Schmitz)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
*GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

*CALL TO WORSHIP and INVOCATION:
	Psalm 86: 1-5, 9-12
1 Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.
2 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you.
  You are my God; 3 be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long.
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.
9 All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name.
10 For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.
11 Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever.

*HYMN: #427 “God Made from One Blood”

* PASSING OF THE PEACE:
Please use the next few minutes to greet those around you. 

THE STUDY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE

ROMANS 5:12-6:23 (NRSVUE)		Reader: Kathy Rehrauer	 
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. . . . 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so grace might also reign through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. . . . 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No longer present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? . . . 19 I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.

20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:

SERMON: “Slaves of Righteousness”







*SONG (on monitors): “10,000 Reasons” by Matt Redman (Please singing along!)

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):



THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

* THE OFFERING: 
Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CLOSING
ANNOUNCEMENTS:



*CLOSING HYMN: #501 “We are Dancing Sarah’s Circle”  

*BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE:  




Contact information for Pastor Mike:
	Phone/text: 414-708-0594
	Email: pastormike.mattek@gmail.com	
I would love to get to know you and your family better!  A visit at your home would be ideal; however, we could also meet at the church or some other location if you prefer.  Simply contact me to set up a date.  Would any of these times work for you?
	Wednesdays 10:00-11:00 a.m. or sometime between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. 


