St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)

 10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
2 AUGUST 2026
(Communion Sunday)

* Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
THE PRELUDE: “Don’t Forget to Pray”   (Performed by Helen Schmitz)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

CALL WORSHIP and INVOCATION:
	Psalm 145:1-3, 8-13a
1 I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable.
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power,
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all 
generations.

* OPENING HYMN: #508 “Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire”  

* PASSING OF THE PEACE:
Please use the next few minutes to greet those around you. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Readers: Huck Duening and Lori Heling
Isaiah 55:6-11 (NRSVUE)
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
7 let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Romans 8:14-25 (NRSVUE)
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Higher Thoughts”

SERMON: “Creation Renewed”

COMMUNION
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION:
The United Church of Christ practices an Open Communion; therefore, if you are a visitor or non-member, we invite you to share in this sacrament with us.

This is the joyful feast of the people of God.  Women and men, young and old, come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather about Christ’s table.  This table is for all Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people. 

We give you thanks, almighty and eternal God, always and everywhere, through Jesus Christ, the only begotten by you before all time, by whom you made the world and all things.  We bless you for your continual love and care. We praise you for forming us in your image and for calling us to be your people. Although we rebelled against your love, you did not abandon us in our sin but sent to us prophets and teachers to lead us into the way of salvation. Above all, we give you thanks for the gift of Jesus, our only Savior, who is the way, the truth, and the life. Who by suffering on the cross, and being raised from the dead, delivered us from the way of sin and death. 

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty. The whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in the highest!

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS:
On the night that he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, when the meal was ended, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, he gave it to his disciples and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come, for all things are ready.

(Distribution of the bread)
The bread that we break is the communion of the body of Christ.
Take and eat; this is the body of Christ broken for you. 
Amen

(Distribution of the wine)
The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.
Take and drink; this is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you. 
Amen

The bread and the wine are reminders that Jesus’ body was broken, and his blood was shed to pay the penalty for our sins. Through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, our relationship with God, who is holy and righteous, is restored. This same Jesus is “the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him [that is, our salvation] endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). 

PRAYER:
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal.  Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood that we may faithfully proclaim the good news of your love and that your universal church may be a vehicle of hope in an uncertain world, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

*SONG AFTER COMMUNION (on monitors): “Jesus Messiah”
	(Please sing along: lyrics are on the screen)



PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):




THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


INVITATION TO GENEROSITY: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings that we have received. 

*THE OFFERING: 
Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 
Generous God, may you multiply the gifts we bring to provide for our community and neighbors, and to send forth the Good News of Jesus Christ both here and to all nations. 
Bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CLOSING
ANNOUNCEMENTS:


*CLOSING HYMN: #487 “Surely no One Can Be Safer”

*BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE: “Jonah” 


