St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)

11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9 AUGUST 2026

* Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
THE PRELUDE:  “All Glory, Laud and Honor”  (Duet performed by Helen Schmitz & Joan Bender)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

CALL TO WORSHIP:	Psalm 105:1-6

1 O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered,
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. Praise the Lord! 

*OPENING HYMN: #347 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE:
Please use the next few minutes to greet those around you. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Reader: Diane Weiland
1 Samuel 1:9-17,20 (NRSVUE)
Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a Nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.”

12 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore, Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” 

20 In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.”

Romans 8:26-27 (NRSVUE)
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Practicing Prayer

SERMON: “The Holy Spirit: Our Partner in Prayer” 

*SONG VIDEO: “Open the Eyes of My Heart”
		          (Please sing along!)

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
THE APOSTLES’ CREED:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):



THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


INVITATION TO GENEROSITY: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings that we have received.  



*THE OFFERING: 
Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 
Generous God, may you multiply the gifts we bring to provide for our community and neighbors, and to send forth the Good News of Jesus Christ both here and to all nations. 
Bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CLOSING
ANNOUNCEMENTS:


*CLOSING HYMN: #321 “Break Now the Bread of Life” 

*BENEDICTION: 

POSTLUDE: “I’ll Fly Away”
 

