St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)
 13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
23 AUGUST 2026

* Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

INVOCATION:
	Psalm 138:1-8 (NRSVUE)
1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;
2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name, for your steadfast love 
and your faithfulness, for you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 
3 On the day I called, you answered me; you increased my strength of soul. 
4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of your mouth.
5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.
6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives from far away.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.
8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.

* OPENING HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Lyrics are on the screen)

* PASSING OF THE PEACE:
Please use the next few minutes to greet those around you. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Reader: Kathy Herwig

Isaiah 54:10 (NRSVUE)
For the mountains may depart
    and the hills be removed,
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
    and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,
    says the Lord, who has compassion on you.

John 6:40 (NRSVUE)
40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.” 

John 10:22-30 (NRSVUE)
22 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me, 26 but you do not believe because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.”

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 (NRSVUE)
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “My Sheep Hear My Voice”

SERMON: “No Degrees of Separation”

VIDEO: “Nothing Ever (Could Separate Us)”   
(You may remain seated.  Please listen and reflect upon the lyrics.) 

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
*The Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):


THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings that we have received.  

*THE OFFERING: 
Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 
Generous God, may you multiply the gifts we bring to provide for our community and neighbors, and to send forth the Good News of Jesus Christ both here and to all nations. 
Bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.

* CLOSING HYMN:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
--Questions about Membership: Are you thinking about becoming a member of St. John’s U.C.C. but have some questions?  If so, Pastor Mike and a member of the Church Council will host a Q & A in the sanctuary immediately after the service today.  
--Induction of New Members: Sunday 20 September during the service.  If you would like to become a member, see Pastor Mike or Council President Ross Bender  


*BENEDICTION: 

