St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)

16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
13 September 2026

*Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE: “Jesus Loves Medley”	(Organist: Joan Bender)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

CALL TO WORSHIP:
	Isaiah 40:28-31 
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless.
30 Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted,
31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

	Psalm 103:1-5
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul and do not forget all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

*OPENING HYMN: #312 “We Love Your Realm, O God”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE: Please use the next few minutes to greet each other. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Readers: Lucas and Leah Bender
Romans 12:1-2, 9-18 (NRSVUE)
12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 

12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 

16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Preparing for the Fair” 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES:  Church Council President, Ross Bender, will present Bibles to Sunday School students Winter Gabrielse, Brody Stuckman, Greyson Schmidt, Olivia Holler, and Emma Wehmeier

BAPTISM: Willow Gabrielse 	(Please follow along with the other handout)

*SONG AFTER BAPTISM: “This Little Light of Mine” (Please join in singing!)

SERMON: “Unbounded Love” 


PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS:

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings that we have received. 




*THE OFFERING: 
Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 
Generous God, may you multiply the gifts we bring to provide for our community and neighbors, and to send forth the Good News of Jesus Christ both here and to all nations. 
Bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: #394 “In Christ There is No East or West”

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
--Practicing the Spiritual Disciplines:
	--Bible Study: Wed. 16 September, 8:30-9:30 a.m. (Philippians, chapters 3-4)
	--Prayer Session: Wed. 30 September, 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
--New Members Induction: September 20 during the service

*BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE: “This is the Day”



St. John’s U.C.C.-Schwarzwald
13 September 2026
Baptism Service: 
Willow Kaylynn Gabrielse
 
Daughter of Erica and Douglas Gabrielse
Sister of Winter Gabrielse
Godparents:
Michael & Amber Petroskey 

Grandparents:
Todd & Mary Petroskey 
Michael & Christine Gabrielse 

INTRODUCTION:
Baptism is both God’s gift and our human response to that gift. It is a sign and seal of our common discipleship. Through baptism, Christians are brought into union with Christ, with each other, and with the church of every time and place.

In the United Church of Christ, people are baptized either as children or adults.  Baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in God’s forgiveness of our sins, and the beginning of their new growth into full Christian faith and life.

WELCOME:
Dear friends, as we come to the font of living water, let us recall the meaning of baptism.  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

ADDRESS:
Jesus said, unless we are born anew, we cannot see the reign of God; unless we are born of water and the Spirit, we cannot enter God’s new order. 

Baptism is the sacrament through which we are united to Jesus Christ and included in Christ’s ministry of reconciliation.  Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to God.  It shows the death of self and the rising to a life of obedience and praise.  It also shows the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on those whom God has chosen.  In baptism, God works in us the power of forgiveness, the renewal of the Spirit, and the knowledge of the call to be God’s people always.

This is the water of baptism.  Out of this water we rise with new life, forgiven of sin and one in Christ, members of Christ’s body.  

QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATE:
Pastor to Willow: Willow, do you desire to be baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?
I do. 

Pastor to godparents: Are you ready, with God’s help, to guide and encourage Willow by counsel and example, in prayer and with love, to follow the way of Jesus Christ?
I am. 

Pastor to Willow: Willow, do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ?
I do. 
Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?
I do. 
Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to others the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?
I promise, with the help of God. 
Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith and to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering Christ’s mission in all the world?
I promise, with the help of God. 

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT:
*Please stand if you are able.
Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism.  Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to Willow as she is about to be baptized, and as he lives and grows in Christ? 
We promise our love, support, and care.  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
*Please continue to stand if you are able.
Pastor to ALL the people present:
Let us unite with the church from all times and places in confessing our faith in the triune God.
Do you believe in God?
I believe in God
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit

PRAYER OF BAPTISM: 
(The congregation may be seated.)
Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray:
We thank you, God, for the gift of creation called forth by your saving Word.
In the time of Moses, your people passed through the Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the promised land.  In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus Christ, who was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, became living water to a woman at the Samaritan well, washed the feet of the disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all the nations by water and the Holy Spirit. 

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water.  By your Holy Spirit save those who confess the name of Jesus Christ that sin may have no power over them.  Create new life in the one baptized this day that she may rise in Christ.  Glory to you, eternal God, the one who was, and is, and shall always be, world without end. Amen. 

ACT OF BAPTISM: 
By what name will your child be called?
Parents: Willow Kaylynn Gabrielse

(The pastor marks the forehead of Willow with water while pronouncing the following:)
Willow, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All the people: Amen
The Holy Spirit be upon you, Willow, child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the Church.

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED:
Let us pray for Willow, who is baptized today:
Gracious God, you have filled the world with joy by giving us the gift of Jesus.  
Bless Willow. May she be filled with joy; may she never be ashamed to confess a personal faith in you.  Bless her parents, sister, godparents, and family.  May they always show their gratitude for the life you have given by loving and caring for Willow.  

All: Bless these, your faithful people.  Unite them in the peace of Christ and the company of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


