St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)
17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
20 September 2026
* Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE: 		(Organist: Helen Schmitz)
COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

CALL TO WORSHIP:
	Psalm 105:1-6 (NRSVUE)
1 O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered,
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

*OPENING HYMN: #277 “Holy, Holy, Holy” 	(Song Leader: Megan Wehmeier)

*PASSING OF THE PEACE: Please use the next few minutes to greet each other. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Readers: Erica and Winter Gabrielse
1 Samuel 10:5-7, 9-10 (NIV)
(The prophet Samuel to the soon-to-be-king, Saul) 
As you approach the town, you will meet a procession of prophets coming down from the high place with lyres, timbrels, pipes, and harps being played before them, and they will be prophesying. 6 The Spirit of the Lord will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person. 7 Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you.

9 As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul’s heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that day. 10 When he and his servant arrived at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came powerfully upon him, and he joined in their prophesying. 

Romans 12:3-8 (NIV)
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance you’re your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “What are you really good at?” 

SERMON: “From Many Gifts Comes One United Church of Christ” 

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION: Erica and Doug Gabrielse

*SONG VIDEO: "We are the Church"(Please join in singing!)

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERING: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings we have received. 
* Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Generous God, may you multiply the gifts we bring to provide for our community and neighbors, and to send forth the Good News of Jesus Christ both here and to all nations. 
Bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: #82 "Go My Children, With My Blessing"

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

*BENEDICTION:
POSTLUDE: 
