St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)
18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
27 September 2026
* Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE: “Great is the Lord”	 (Organist: Joan Bender)
COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

CALL TO WORSHIP:
	Psalm 78:1-4,12-16 (NRSVUE)
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us.
4 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord and his might and the wonders that he has done.
12 In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. 13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it and made the waters stand like a heap.
14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud and all night long with a fiery light.
15 He split rocks open in the wilderness and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 16 He made streams come out of the rock and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

*OPENING HYMN: #18 “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE: Please use the next few minutes to greet each other. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Readers: Charlotte and Jerrison Werdeo
Exodus 17:1-6 (NRSVUE)
From the wilderness of Sin, the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 

4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: (For the sake of time, there will not be a Children’s Message this week)

SERMON: “A Water Test”

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERING: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings we have received.  
* Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Generous God, may you multiply the gifts we bring to provide for our community and neighbors, and to send forth the Good News of Jesus Christ both here and to all nations. 
Bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: #326 “Crashing Waters at Creation” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
--TODAY!!  We are visiting Rosemarie Dickman and the other residents at Caring Hands in New Holstein. Our music service begins as soon as everyone gets there after the worship service at St John's, which we're hoping to start at 10:00 am. The Sunday School is singing, the chime and bell choir is playing, and we'll do a hymn sing along with the residents at Caring Hands. Please join us for a time of music fellowship!
Address: Caring Hands Assisted Living, 2514 Wisconsin Ave (or Hwy H), New Holstein. They are located across from the New Holstein High School.

--The installation of Pastor Mike as pastor of St. John’s and St. Paul’s will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday 18 October. 

*BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE: “Peace Like a River”
