St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)
21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
18 October 2026
*Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE: Voluntary on “Old Time Power”	(Organist: Helen Schmitz)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!
INVOCATION: 
Dear Lord, we ask that you enter this space and fill it with your Holy Spirit, 
Draw us ever closer to you as we experience your presence here. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:
	Psalm 96:1-6 (NRSVUE)
Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
6 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

*OPENING HYMN: #300 “Jesus Shall Reign” (verses #1, 2, and 3)
*PASSING OF THE PEACE: Please use the next few minutes to greet each other. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Reader: Patty Stuckmann
Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSVUE)
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    	and they shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14)
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSVUE)
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
    for from you shall come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” (Micah 5:2)
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Going on a Camel Ride”

SERMON: “Stress-Points of Faith”

SONG VIDEO: “God of Wonders” (You may remain seated)

PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERING: 
Generosity serves as a response to the Lord’s abundant creation, provision, and care. 
When we give, we acknowledge that God has given more than enough for us to share and that all have a place of belonging in God’s realm. Let us give in faith, trust, gratitude, and love.

*Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Generous God, receive our offerings as acceptance to your invitation to the kingdom life. May they be used to generate hope and meet needs. May your kingdom come and your will be done in our communities and world.
May you bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: #303 “Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing”

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
--The installation of Pastor Mike as pastor of St. John’s and St. Paul’s will be held here at St. John’s TODAY at 2:00 p.m.  The bells/chimes combined choir will be performing; plus, refreshments and a time of fellowship will follow the service.   

*BENEDICTION:
POSTLUDE: “I Saw the Light” 
