St. John’s U.C.C. (Schwarzwald)
A memorable verse from this week’s lectionary:
24 But let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 5:24)
[Used by Martin Luther King, Jr. in his “I Have a Dream” speech from 1963]

24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8 November 2026 
* Indicates to please rise if you are able
RINGING OF THE BELL
PRELUDE: “Wonderful Words of Life”	 (Performed by Helen Schmitz)

COME, LET US WORSHIP!
GREETING:
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

CALL TO WORSHIP:
	Psalm 70: 1,4-5 (NRSVUE)
1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me.
    O Lord, make haste to help me!
4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you.
    Let those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”
5 But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God!
    You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay!

INVOCATION: 
Dear Lord, we ask that you enter this space and fill it with your Holy Spirit, 
Draw us ever closer to you as we experience your presence here. 

*OPENING HYMN: #18 “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE: Please use the next few minutes to greet each other. 

STUDYING GOD’S HOLY WORD
Reader: Jax Heim and Will Wehmeier  

Exodus 40: 1-4,16-17,33, (NRSVUE)
The Lord spoke to Moses, 2 “On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3 You shall put in it the ark of the covenant, and you shall screen the ark with the curtain. 4 You shall bring in the table and arrange its setting, and you shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 

16 Moses did everything just as the Lord had commanded him. 17 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was set up. . . 33 He set up the court around the tabernacle and the altar and put up the screen at the gate of the court. So, Moses finished the work.  34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

Matthew 3:11-17 (NRSVUE)
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: “Every Move I Make”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “The Tent of Meeting”

SERMON: “The Call of God”

SONG VIDEO: “Softly and Tenderly” (You may remain seated; please listen and reflect upon the lyrics)

PRAYERS, OFFERING, and ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Joys and Concerns):

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERING: 
God is still creating and still providing. . .  
Let us honor God’s generosity by bringing forth a portion of the blessings we have received. 

*Please rise if you are able and join us in lifting our voices in thankfulness to the Lord: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, you heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Generous God, receive our offerings as acceptance to your invitation to the kingdom life. May they be used to generate hope and meet needs. May your kingdom come and your will be done in our communities and world.
May you bless our time, talent, and treasure for your glory and your kingdom. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: #277 “Holy, Holy, Holy”

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Monthly Bible Study: Wednesday 11 November at 8:00-9:00 a.m. Meet in the Fellowship Hall to read and discuss additional passages about Abraham and Sarah in our series on “The Genealogy of Jesus.”  
	
*BENEDICTION:

POSTLUDE: “De Colores” [Sing of the Colors]

