St. John’s United Church of Christ,
Schwarzwald

“The Small Church with the Big Heart that does
Great Things!”
W3401 Orchard Road, Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
Phone: 920-565-2631
Email: Schwarzwald@tds.net
Website: Schwarzwalducc.org
Facebook.com/StJohnsUCCSchwarzwald

Sunday Worship Service @
8:30 am
Sunday School - September to May @
9:30 am
ST. JOHN’S BEHAVIORAL COVENANT
As we walk together in all God’s ways, we seek to discern and do what is best for our church as a whole. We recognize that
conflict and disagreement are normal and natural. We welcome a wide variety of voices and ideas when they are expressed in
a way that reflects God’s love. As followers of Jesus Christ, we promise to respect each other at all times in the following
ways:
We promise to work together, across all generations, encouraging one another as we engage in God’s work in the world.
We promise to listen with openness and respect, trying as hard to understand as to be understood.
We promise to communicate in an honest and open fashion; this means
• speaking for ourselves, not others, using “I” statements
• speaking face to face
• focusing on facts not hearsay
• respecting confidentiality and privacy
We promise to support the final outcome of the decision-making process understanding that compromise is often needed.
We accept that understanding and respecting each other does not necessarily mean agreeing with each other.
We will choose to forgive one another, and we will show respect and love in all we do as we journey together.

Pastor Melinda Feller
(Pastor’s Day off – Monday)
Cell Phone: 920-809-7265
Email: revfellerucc@gmail.com

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and the elders. He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said,
“What is that to us? See to it yourself.” Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, and he
went and hanged himself. Matthew 27:3-5 (NRSVUE)
While the author of Luke (who also wrote Acts) records a gruesome accident leading to Judas’ demise (Acts
1:18); the author of Matthew records a much more poignant passing for Judas. Filled with remorse and guilt
over what he had done, Judas decides to end his life with suicide. It is one of seven suicides recorded in
scripture with the other six found in the Old Testament. In all seven incidents, no condemnation is offered of
the act and there is no naming of suicide as sin. The biblical authors hold a more nuanced view of suicide. It
would be centuries before some Christian traditions named suicide a sin. My own theology holds that we worship
a God of grace and love who knows us better than we know ourselves. God understands the mental and/or
physical pain that can drive a person to believe that death is the only way out. And I believe that at our death,
no matter how that death occurs, God awaits us with love. Any judgment is best left to God who has a far wider
and more expansive view than any human.
Our best response is one of compassion and action for those who may be thinking about suicide. While serving
at Immanuel UCC, Kaukauna; I was part of a community action group that sought to increase understanding
around suicide. The group was formed after four high school students made the decision to end their lives over
a period of two weeks. One opportunity we offered the community was QPR training which stands for Question,
Persuade, Refer. In brief,
•

•

•

Question – If you suspect the person may be considering ending their life, ask. Asking the
question does not put the idea in their head but rather starts the road to healing. Ask, “Are you
thinking about hurting or harming yourself?” If the answer is “yes”, move to the next step.
Persuade – Encourage the person to receive professional help. You may say, “I’m concerned about
you and care about you. May I assist you in finding someone to help you?” You may meet with
resistance but be persistent. You are helping to save a life.
Refer – Once the person agrees to be helped, call the person’s clergy person or primary care
doctor for assistance. They will help guide you to the needed resources.

Sometimes, even when we’ve done our best, the person still makes the decision to end their life. When that
happens, we need to be willing to extend grace, forgiveness, and compassion both to our self and the person who
made the decision. It is then that we trust in the mystery of God’s great love and compassion for all humanity.
As we continue to explore the topic of WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged) congregations,
the NAMI’s (National Alliance on Mental Illness) factsheet “It’s Okay to Talk About Suicide” on the next page
offers some helpful teachings about suicide. And should you, or someone you know, be living with suicidal
thoughts, please know that I am available to listen and offer help.
Shalom, Pastor Melinda

Thoughts of giving up and suicide can be
frightening. Not taking these kinds of thoughts
seriously can have devastating outcomes.

2nd

Suicide is the
2nd leading
cause of death
for people ages
10-34
The overall
suicide rate has
increased 35%
since 1999
Suicide is the
10th leading
cause of death
in the U.S.

46%

of people who die by
suicide have a
diagnosed mental
health condition

90%

of people who die by
suicide have
experienced symptoms
of a mental health
condition

HIGH RISK POPULATIONS
78% of all people who die by suicide are male

4x

Suicide is
NOT
the
answer.
If you start thinking
about suicide, seek
help. Call or text a
crisis line or a
trusted friend.

Make an
appointment with a
health care
professional to talk
about what you’re
thinking or how
you’re feeling.

Lesbian, gay and bisexual youth are four times
more likely to attempt suicide than straight youth

Transgender people are 12 times more likely to
attempt suicide than the general population

12x

If you are concerned about suicide and
don’t know what to do, call the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at
1-800-273-8255.

Suicidal thoughts are
a symptom, just like
any other – they can
be treated, and they
can improve over
time.

Contact Information
Council President Lori Heling

Cell: 920-980-3451

lori.heling@gmail.com

Council Vice-President Denise Thiel

920-565-6023
Cell: 920-627-4149

Denise.Thiel@Bemismfg.com

Council Secretary Carol Hemb

Cell: 920-980-1628

carolhemb@gmail.com

Council Member Diane Weiland

920-565-3278
Cell: 920-207-2103

kweiland5@wi.rr.com

Church Treasurer Lynn Busse

920-464-0246

ralybusse@yahoo.com

Church Secretary Vicki Wagner

920-565-2631

schwarzwald@tds.net

“The very practice of reading [the Bible] will have a purifying effect upon your
mind and heart. Let nothing take the place of this daily exercise.” Billy Graham

November Scripture Readings
Tuesday, November 1, 2022: Psalm 149
All Saints Day
Wednesday, November 2, 2022: Psalm 142
Thursday, November 3, 2022: Psalm 145:1-5
Friday, November 4, 2022: Psalm 145:17-21
Saturday, November 5, 2022: Psalm 17:1-9
Sunday, November 6, 2022: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5
Monday, November 7, 2022: Psalm 123
Tuesday, November 8, 2022: Job 21:17-34
Wednesday, November 9, 2022: Job 25:1-26
Thursday, November 10, 2022: Isaiah 57:14-21
Friday, November 11, 2022: Isaiah 59:1-15a
Saturday, November 12, 2022: Isaiah 59:15b-21
Sunday, November 13, 2022: Isaiah 65:17-25
Monday, November 14, 2022: Isaiah 60:17-22
Tuesday, November 15, 2022: Isaiah 66:1-13
Wednesday, November 16, 2022: Isaiah 66:14-24

Thursday, November 17, 2022: Jeremiah 21:1-14
Friday, November 18, 2022: Jeremiah 22:1-17
Saturday, November 19, 2022: Jeremiah 22:18-30
Sunday, November 20, 2022: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Monday, November 21, 2022: Jeremiah 30:1-17
Tuesday, November 22, 2022: Jeremiah 30:18-24
Wednesday, November 23, 2022: Jeremiah 31:1-6
Thursday, November 24, 2022: James 4:1-10
Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 25, 2022: Genesis 6:1-10
Saturday, November 26, 2022: Genesis 6:11-22
Sunday, November 27, 2022: Matthew 24:36-44
First Sunday of Advent
Monday, November 28, 2022: Genesis 8:1-19
Tuesday, November 29, 2022: Genesis 9:1-17
Wednesday, November 30, 2022: Psalm 124

For the month of November, we are collecting
Cereal such as boxed and bagged cereal, instant oatmeal,
etc. Place these items in the basket below
the fire extinguisher in the Narthex.
These items will go to the Kiel Food Pantry.

Thank you to all of the people who sent cards to Wallace when he was sick
and for all of the prayers, too. It was much appreciated!
Herb, Rosemarie & Wallace Dickman
Our thoughts are with the family of Doris Schueler who passed away on
Wednesday, September 28, 2022, at Willowpark Place, New Holstein.
Funeral services were held on Monday, October 3rd at
St. John’s UCC with burial on Tuesday, October 4th in the church cemetery
next to her husband, Wilmer. She is survived by her son, Steven (Debbie)
and her daughter, Linda (Rick) Rabe, five grandchildren, great-grandchildren, family,
friends and her church family. Our prayers are with the Schueler family.
Congratulations to the family of Chase Donald Holler, son of
Matt and Alyssa (Young) Holler, who was born October 1, 2022, at
Aurora Memorial Medical Center, Sheboygan.
Chase has a big brother, James and big sister, Olivia, at home.
God’s blessings to the Holler family!

God’s Blessings to Allison Rae
Maryanne Wehmeier, daughter of
Michael & Megan (Cook) Wehmeier, who
was baptized on Sunday, October 16,
2022, here at St. John’s. Her sponsors
are: John and Melissa Knowles.
Allison was born at Aurora Sheboygan
Memorial Medical Center, Sheboygan on
May 20, 2022 and joins big sister, Emma
at home. Congratulations to the
Wehmeier family!

Our thoughts are with the family of Bob Klokow who passed away on
October 7, 2022, at Two Rivers Aurora Medical Center.
A private family service was held. Robert is survived by his two daughters:
Kristine (Michael) Williams and Karla Klokow-Phillips (Rance Jones); grandchildren, other
family, friends and his church family. Our prayers are with the Klokow family.

It’s time to order the Christmas poinsettias again! This year we are also
offering poinsettias, cyclamens, hanging baskets and wreaths. The signup sheet is in the Narthex. The last day to place orders will be Sunday,
November 27th and you need to pay Judy Westermeyer when you sign up.
If you have any questions, please contact Dean Brendel at 920-917-4327.
All Saints Day will be observed Sunday October 30th. Candles will be lit for
church members and others who have passed away since our last observance.
At St. John’s that includes Linda Zwieschowski, Annette Holtz, Dennis Voss,
Karen Mahler, Doris Schueler and Bob Klokow.
A large candle will be lit to observe the passing of friends and family that may
not be members of our churches.

After church service on October 30th, the Sunday School will once again
be having Trunk or Treat for children. During this event, you can
open up your trunks and hand out candy and treats to all the children.
We look forward to another fun event with the children and church family.
Sign up sheets will be available in the Narthex on
Sunday October 30th. If you are unable to sign up at church,
you can contact Vicki at the church office at 920-565-2631.
Our bell ringing schedule this year:
Festival Foods, 595 S. Taylor Drive, Sheboygan:
Saturday, November 26, 2022

9:00 am to 11:00 am

Miesfeld’s, 4811 Ventura Drive, Sheboygan:
Saturday, December 3, 2022
Saturday, December 3, 2022

9:00 am to 11:00 am
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Piggly Wiggly, 714 S. Wisconsin Drive, Howards Grove:
Saturday, December 10, 2022
Saturday, December 10, 2022

9:00 am to 11:00 am
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

The Outreach Team’s November Project will be collecting toys for the
Marines toy collection, Toys for Tots. If you'd like to participate, you
may bring new and unwrapped toys to church and place them in the
box in the Narthex. This project will run from November 6 through
November 27th.
See the bulletin board in the entry way on the west side of the church building for more
information and ways to help others this Christmas season. There are times when help is needed
with coats distribution along with toys distribution, too.
Learn more about all the ways you can help others this Christmas by visiting
https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/sheboygan/christmas-2/.
For more information contact Carrye Jo at 920-694-1271 or carryejo.cony@usc.salvationarmy.org.

October was a great month in Sunday School!
The children learned about a few different stories in the Bible through fun activities.
They also were able to sing during church service and make some fall cards for our
church family. Such a great month of learning!

From the Outreach Team:
Thank you to the Sunday School and the congregation for your support and help
making Project Linus blankets. We had a great turnout with 48 people.
Together we tied 30 blankets. Special thanks to those who brought guests, including
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. Because of your generosity and support 30
children will benefit, enjoying the comfort of a new fleece blanket.
Well done St Johns UCC!!

St. John’s UCC Church Council Meeting Minutes
Due to the council meeting being later this month, the minutes will be in the next month.

St. John’s UCC
Monthly Report of
Income/Expense
Submitted by
Lynn Busse, Treasurer

2022
Total Income
Total Expense
Difference

Actual September
$ 8,976.65
$ 10,465.22
$ (1,488.57)

Actual 9 Month
$ 99,613.18
$ 92,298.29
$
7,314.89

Total Income
Total Expense
Variance

Projected September
$ 10,590.42
$ 10,452.50
$
137.92

Projected 9 Month
$ 95,313.78
$ 94,072.50
$
1,241.28

Sign up for Fellowship Hour
on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. The paper goods
and coffee can be found in the
cupboard in the Narthex. Your responsibility
would include making the coffee (if you
desire to serve coffee) and provide
anything else you choose to serve such
as juice, cider, food, etc.
We are collecting aluminum cans, only. You can
drop your bags of cans off at church by placing
them on the south side of the garage. ONLY
ALUMINUM CANS…nothing else! No aluminum
pie plates or cans or we cannot turn them in!
Support St. John’s by using
AmazonSmile. Amazon
donates 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to the charitable organization of your
choice. Remember to search for St. John’s United
Church of Christ, Elkhart Lake, WI to direct funds
to our church. We received a check for $21.35 for
the period April 1, 2022 to June 30, 2022.
Thank you!

If you have moved or are
planning on moving,
changing your telephone
number or dropping your landline, PLEASE
send your changes to Schwarzwald@tds.net.

Consider signing up to Sponsor the Bulletin/Donate
Flowers for Worship Services. The signup sheet is on
the bulletin board in the Narthex (back of church). The
cost for sponsoring bulletins is $15.00 per time. You can
put your payment in your offering envelope but please
indicate the bulletin sponsorship.
If you would like to sponsor the
United States of America flag flying
outside, in front of the church
building, contact David Schmitz at
920-565-3566.

Sunday Bulletin Program at Texas Roadhouse
In 2017, Texas Roadhouse started a program where
their guests can come in every Sunday between
12:00pm and 9:00pm to support their church! When you
present a current copy of the church bulletin, Texas
Roadhouse donates 10% of their food purchase back to
their church! We received a check in the mail for
$9.24 so thank you so much!

Fundraise with RaiseRight (formerly Shop w/Scrip). Denise
or Deb will be in the Narthex at church every Sunday
morning for you to place your order or answer any questions.
A reminder you are also able to use the RaiseRight app for
purchases. If you are unable to place your order at church,
you can also contact Denise at home at 920-565-6023.
Please note that you will need to drop off or mail your check
before your order can be placed. If you would like to check
if a certain business has scrip, again check with Denise or
Deb, or check on the link here: Scrip Gift Card Fundraising
for Organizations • RaiseRight.

11/01
11/03

John Taber
James Holler

11/05

Scott & Beth Woepse

11/06
11/08
11/09
11/12

Marlene Horneck
William Endries
Timothy Haack
Miles Piekarski

11/13
11/15

Jeremy & Haley Werdeo
Terry & Rhonda Brockmann

11/17

David Schmitz
Greyson Schmitz
Carl Johnson
Olivia Leider

11/21
11/23
11/24

Herb & Rosemarie Dickman
Peter & Trudy Koenig
Peter & Trudy Moehring

11/28

James & LaVerne Laack

11/18

11/23
11/24

Jeremy Endries
Martha Rietbrock

If there is an error with a birthday and/or anniversary, please contact Vicki at church at
920-565-2631 or email her at Schwarzwald@tds.net.

St. John’s United Church of Christ,
Schwarzwald
W3401 Orchard Road
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
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