St. John’s United Church of Christ,
Schwarzwald

“The Small Church with the Big Heart
that does Great Things!”
W3401 Orchard Road, Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
Phone: 920-565-2631
Email: Schwarzwald@tds.net
Website: Schwarzwalducc.org
Facebook.com/StJohnsUCCSchwarzwald

Sunday Worship Service @
8:30 am
Sunday School - September to May @
9:30 am

ST. JOHN’S BEHAVIORAL COVENANT
As we walk together in all God’s ways, we seek to discern and do what is best for our church as a whole. We recognize that conflict and
disagreement are normal and natural. We welcome a wide variety of voices and ideas when they are expressed in a way that reflects God’s
love. As followers of Jesus Christ, we promise to respect each other at all times in the following ways:
We promise to work together, across all generations, encouraging one another as we engage in God’s work in the world.
We promise to listen with openness and respect, trying as hard to understand as to be understood.
We promise to communicate in an honest and open fashion; this means
• speaking for ourselves, not others, using “I” statements
• speaking face to face
• focusing on facts not hearsay
• respecting confidentiality and privacy
We promise to support the final outcome of the decision-making process understanding that compromise is often needed.
We accept that understanding and respecting each other does not necessarily mean agreeing with each other.
We will choose to forgive one another, and we will show respect and love in all we do as we journey together.

Contact Information
Council President Lori Heling

Cell: 920-980-3451

lori.heling@gmail.com

Council Vice-President Denise Thiel

920-565-6023
Cell: 920-627-4149

Denise.Thiel@Bemismfg.com

Council Secretary Carol Hemb

Cell: 920-980-1628

carolhemb@gmail.com

Council Member Diane Weiland

920-565-3278
Cell: 920-207-2103

kweiland5@wi.rr.com

Church Treasurer Lynn Busse

920-464-0246

ralybusse@yahoo.com

Church Secretary Vicki Wagner

920-565-2631

schwarzwald@tds.net

“The very practice of reading [the Bible] will have a purifying effect upon your
mind and heart. Let nothing take the place of this daily exercise.” Billy Graham

December Scripture Readings
Thursday, December 1: Isaiah 4:2-6
Friday, December 2: Isaiah 30:19-26
Saturday, December 3: Isaiah 40:1-11
Sunday, December 4: Isaiah 11:1-10
Second Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 5: Isaiah 24:1-16a
Tuesday, December 6: Isaiah 41:14-20
Wednesday, December 7: Matthew 12:33-37
Thursday, December 8: 2 Peter 3:1-10
Friday, December 9: 2 Peter 3:11-18
Saturday, December 10: Luke 3:1-18
Sunday, December 11: Isaiah 35:1-10
Third Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 12: Isaiah 29:17-24
Tuesday, December 13: Jude 1:17-25
Wednesday, December 14: Matthew 8:14-17
Thursday, December 15: 2 Samuel 7:1-17
Friday, December 16: 2 Samuel 7:18-22
Saturday, December 17: 2 Samuel 7:23-29

For the month of December, we are collecting
Condiments such as pancake syrup, ketchup, salsa,
mustard, pickles, BBQ sauce, etc. Place these items in
the basket below the fire extinguisher in the Narthex.
These items will go to the Kiel Food Pantry.

Sunday, December 18: Isaiah 7:10-16
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday, December 19: Galatians 4:8-20
Tuesday, December 20: Galatians 4:21-5:1
Wednesday, December 21: Matthew 1:1-17
Thursday, December 22: Luke 1:46b-55
Friday, December 23: Galatians 3:6-14
Saturday, December 24: Luke 2:1-5
Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 25: Luke 2:6-15
Christmas Day
Monday, December 26: Acts 7:59-8:8
Tuesday, December 27: 1 John 5:1-12
Wednesday, December 28: Matthew 18:1-14
Thursday, December 29: Luke 19:41-44
Friday, December 30: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Saturday, December 31: John 8:12-19
New Year’s Eve

The last day to order your poinsettias, cyclamen plants, hanging baskets and wreaths is
Sunday, November 27th. When you order a plant, you also need to pay for it at that time.
Wreaths arrive Sunday, December 4th. The plants arrive on Friday, December 23rd.
Volunteers are needed to dress the church with the plants.
See the list of the volunteers who are ringing bells for the Salvation Army on the Narthex
bulletin board. Please support them and you will also support the Salvation Army. Thank
you to our volunteers!
November 26 @ Festival Foods 9-11 - Keith & Diane Weiland
December 3 @ Miesfeld's - 9-11 - Sunday School
December 3 @ Miesfeld's - 11-1 - Don & Kay Fischer
December 10 @ Piggly Wiggly, HG - 9-11 - David & Helen Schmitz
December 10 @ Piggly Wiggly, HG - 11-1 - Age & Judy Wagner
Sunday, November 27th is the last day to bring your new, unwrapped toy for the Marines’
toy collection, Toys for Tots. Place the toys in the box in the Narthex.

WESTERN (WAILING) WALL PRAYERS See the display in the Narthex or the link on our website
(schwarzwalducc.org) for more information. Sunday, November 27th is the last Sunday to fill out your slips.
St. John’s Outreach Team presents the opportunity of reaching out to those in prison
with an act of compassion. The Salvation Army of Sheboygan is collecting cookies for
their Christmas Cheer packages which will be sent to the inmates at Kettle Moraine
Correctional Institute the week of Christmas. Their mission is to bring “joy and hope to
the inmates as they work to transform their lives and return to society as law-abiding
citizens.” Many area churches are helping to provide the approximately 3,600 cookies
needed for the 1,200 inmates.
To participate…
•

Bake homemade (no store bought!) cookies no larger than 3 inches wide.

•

No bars, nuts, or anything that needs refrigeration.

•

Per prison rules, “no fancy decorations like frosting or sprinkles are allowed.”

•

Bring your cookies to the worship service on Sunday, Dec. 4th. Judy & Age Wagner will load up the cookies
after worship and deliver all our cookies to the Salvation Army on Monday, Dec. 5th.

Traditionally, the Advent Wreath is a circular evergreen wreath with five candles.
The circle of the wreath reminds us of God, who has no beginning or end.
The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of renewal
and eternal life.
The candles symbolize the light of God coming into the world through the birth of Jesus
Christ. The candles stand for HOPE – PEACE – JOY – LOVE.
They also remind us that we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of
God’s grace and love to others.

Advent begins Sunday, November 27, 2022.

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – 5:30 pm
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day Worship Service at 8:30 am
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay
employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing
emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our
lower-income retirees.
There will be envelopes on top of the offering box in the back until
December 18th.

Annual Meeting Agenda Items
If there is an item you believe should be on the annual meeting agenda, please give it to
Church Council President Lori Heling before December 31, 2022.
St. John’s United Church of Christ, Schwarzwald will hold their Annual Meeting on Sunday, January
22, 2023, following worship service.

2022

The church books will close December 31, 2022. Please keep this in mind for any
contributions or expenses you may need to be reimbursed for.

Huge thank you to Project Linus Manitowoc
County, Wisconsin Chapter! These
blankets are so perfect for our kiddos, we
know they will love them! Thank you so much
for your support!
Special thank you to the members and
friends of St. John's for tying the 30 blankets,
the Outreach Team for coordinating this
project and to Joan Bender for delivering the
blankets!

The Sunday School children have had a lot of fun over the past few weeks. First a BIG thank
you to all of the church members who helped to make the 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat a
success for the Sunday School children. They have been busy learning Bible stories and
even practicing for the Sunday School Christmas Program.
Be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, December 11th. The Sunday School Christmas
Program will be held. A shortened church service will be followed by the program. The children have been spending
a lot of time learning new songs and memorizing their parts. We hope to see you there to celebrate the season.

St. John’s UCC Church Council Meeting Minutes
October 26, 2022 at 6:00 PM via ZOOM
Attendance: Pastor Melinda Feller, Lori Heling President, Denise Thiel Vice-President, Diane
Weiland council member, Carol Hemb Secretary. Lynn Busse was absent.
Lori Heling called the meeting to order.
Pastor Melinda provided an opening prayer.
Behavioral Covenant was read by Diane Weiland.
Building and Maintenance Update:
1. Heim Plumbing has completed the basement project. The sump pump is installed and concrete has been
finished.
2. The Building and Grounds Team continue to work on getting the Parsonage roof leak evaluated.
3. Church Council is still trying to obtain bids for the Steeple. Most companies are not interested in the
project, or they do not have the manpower to complete the project. We will continue to research our
options.
4. The Church Council is also researching options for snow removal. We are waiting to receive quotes from
local businesses. We have heard back from some and their responses were they are not interested or they
did not have the employees available to provide the services.
The Church Council discussed evaluating our social media/Facebook account and looking at how we can use it to
engage with our congregation and the community at large. More information to come.
It is that time of the year when we are looking for volunteers for the Church Council! If interested, please contact
Pastor Melinda or Lori Heling. We need to replace Diane Weiland, Carol Hemb (Diane and Carol's terms are 3 years)
and we also have 2 unexpired terms that have 2 years remaining. Ross Bender has volunteered for a 3-year term.
Thank You, Ross!
Consent Agenda:
1. Approve the Church Council meeting minutes for September 2022.
2. Approve the September 2022 Treasurer's financial reports.
3. The Church Council received Pastor Melinda's Statistical and Shared Ministry reports.
4. The Church Council received the meeting minutes from St. John's and St. Paul's joint Council meeting
from October 13, 2022.
Diane Weiland made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, Denise Thiel seconded, motion carried.
Next Meeting will be November 16th, 2022 via ZOOM at 6:00 PM
Carol Hemb motioned to adjourn the meeting, Lori Heling seconded, motion carried.
We closed with the Lord's prayer. Respectfully Submitted, Carol Hemb

St. John’s UCC Church Council Meeting Minutes
November 16, 2022 at 6:00 PM via ZOOM
Attendance: Pastor Melinda Feller, Lori Heling President, Denise Thiel Vice President, Lynn
Busse Treasurer, Diane Weiland, Carol Hemb Secretary, and Emily Westermeyer guest.
Denise Thiel called the meeting to order and read the Behavioral Covenant.
Pastor Melinda provided an opening prayer.
Consent Agenda:
1. Approved the Church Council meeting minutes for October 26, 2022.
2. Approved the Treasurer's report for October 2022.
3. Approved Pastor Melinda's Statistical and Shared Ministry reports.
4. Appointed Age Wagner to fulfill an unexpired term (term ends 2025) on the Church Council.
5. Diane Weiland made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, Denise Thiel seconded, motion carried.
Building and Maintenance Update:
1. Diane Weiland continues to work on obtaining bids for the Steeple repairs. She is currently working with
Quasius and Keller Construction.
2. We received 3 bids for snow removal. We agreed to have Hillcrest remove our snow this year. Lori
Heling motioned to use Hillcrest for our snow removal, Diane Weiland seconded, and motion carried.
3. Stained Glass Windows continue to be a concern and will be a topic to discuss at the annual meeting with
a proposal.
4. Parsonage will be in need of a new roof in the near future.
5. We reviewed and updated the Buildings and Grounds Team Descriptions. Randy Bender has resigned
from this Team, and we are seeking a volunteer to replace him.
The Church Council will present a Constitutional change at the annual meeting. Their recommendation is a decrease
in the council size from 6 members to 5. Please consider volunteering for the Church Council.
We continue to discuss and work on the Budget Proposal for 2023 which will be shared at the annual meeting.
We have volunteers for the Audit Committee: Steph Heim, Deb Rehrauer, and Carl Johnson. We thank you and
appreciate your devoted commitment in carrying out our responsibilities for our church!
We wish you all a Blessed Thanksgiving!
Next meeting will be December 14, 2022, at 6:00 PM via ZOOM
Diane Weiland motioned to adjourn the meeting, Carol Hemb seconded, motion carried.
Denise Thiel closed with the Lord's Prayer.

St. John’s UCC
Monthly Report of
Income/Expense
Submitted by
Lynn Busse, Treasurer

2022
Total Income
Total Expense
Difference

Actual Oct
$ 9,431.46
$ 15,366.82
$ (5,935.36)

Projected Oct
Total Income
Total Expense
Variance

$ 10,590.42
$ 10,452.50
$
137.92

Actual 10 Month
$109,044.64
$107,665.11
$ 1,379.53

Projected 10 Month
$105,904.20
$104,525.00
$ 1,379.20

CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CANCELLATION
will be made by 6:30 am on the TV stations listed below:
WBAY – Channel 2, Green Bay TV station
WISN – Channel 12, Milwaukee TV station
The cancellation will be sent via Mail chimp through email;
on Facebook and on the church website.
You can always call Pastor Melinda at 920-809-7265
or any Council Members.
Please use your own discretion in deciding whether to go out in
inclement weather.
Sign up for Fellowship Hour
on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. The paper goods
and coffee can be found in the
cupboard in the Narthex. Your responsibility
would include making the coffee (if you
desire to serve coffee) and provide
anything else you choose to serve such
as juice, cider, food, etc.
We are collecting aluminum cans, only. You can
drop your bags of cans off at church by placing
them on the south side of the garage. ONLY
ALUMINUM CANS…nothing else! No aluminum
pie plates or cans or we cannot turn them in!
Support St. John’s by using
AmazonSmile. Amazon
donates 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to the charitable organization of your
choice. Remember to search for St. John’s United
Church of Christ, Elkhart Lake, WI to direct funds
to our church. We received a check for $21.35 for
the period April 1, 2022 to June 30, 2022.
Thank you!

If you have moved or are
planning on moving,
changing your telephone
number or dropping your landline, PLEASE
send your changes to Schwarzwald@tds.net.

Consider signing up to Sponsor the Bulletin/Donate
Flowers for Worship Services. The signup sheet is on
the bulletin board in the Narthex (back of church). The
cost for sponsoring bulletins is $15.00 per time. You can
put your payment in your offering envelope but please
indicate the bulletin sponsorship.
If you would like to sponsor the
United States of America flag flying
outside, in front of the church
building, contact David Schmitz at
920-565-3566.

Sunday Bulletin Program at Texas Roadhouse
In 2017, Texas Roadhouse started a program where
their guests can come in every Sunday between
12:00pm and 9:00pm to support their church! When you
present a current copy of the church bulletin, Texas
Roadhouse donates 10% of their food purchase back to
their church! We received a check in the mail for
$9.24 so thank you so much!

Fundraise with RaiseRight (formerly Shop w/Scrip). Denise
or Deb will be in the Narthex at church every Sunday
morning for you to place your order or answer any questions.
A reminder you are also able to use the RaiseRight app for
purchases. If you are unable to place your order at church,
you can also contact Denise at home at 920-565-6023.
Please note that you will need to drop off or mail your check
before your order can be placed. If you would like to check
if a certain business has scrip, again check with Denise or
Deb, or check on the link here: Scrip Gift Card Fundraising
for Organizations • RaiseRight.

12/01
12/02

Cheryl Parra
Peter Koenig

12/04
12/06
12/08
12/08
12/08
12/10

Benson Schmitz
Justin Schmidt
Wayne Stuckmann
Thomas Haack
Joshua Bender
Ronnie Burkhardt

12/11
12/14
12/14

Rene Kleinhans
Kyle Heim
Leah Bender

12/18
12/21
12/22

Ryan Knickelbein
Carol Hemb
Sarah Salnick

12/25
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31

Keith Weiland
Alyssa Holler
James Laack
Emily Westermeyer
Marie Rietbrock

12/02

Justin & Samantha Schmidt

12/07

Karl & Janet Wesener

12/14
12/14

Carl & Marge Johnson
Jim & Roxanne Schmidt

12/20

Casey & Tracy Litz

If there is an error with a birthday
and/or anniversary, please contact Vicki
at church at
920-565-2631 or email her at
Schwarzwald@tds.net.

St. John’s United Church of Christ,
Schwarzwald
W3401 Orchard Road
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
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