	St. John’s UCC Church
	Sunday, October 26, 2025

	Elkhart Lake, WI
	Guest Preacher:  Lou Ann Norsetter



Ringing of the Bells

The Prelude					Helen and Joan piano duet "What A Friend we have in Jesus"

Call to Worship (responsive) Please stand as you are able.

Leader:	This is the day the Lord has made:
All:		a day for praise and prayer; a day for gratitude and generosity.
Leader:	This is the time God has given us:
All		a time for singing and silence; a time for speaking and listening.
Leader:	This is the life to which God calls us:
All:		a life of humility and service; a life of faith and trust.

*Unison Prayer For Transformation
Watching God, like the Pharisee, we think we can stick our thumbs into life, pull out a prayer, and congratulate ourselves for being such good Christians. Then, we remember the harsh words we have spoken this week, the hurt we have inflicted on someone we loved, the lack of compassion we failed to offer to someone who needed our help.

Forgive us, God of Grace, and deal gently with us. May we become more like the tax collector - humble, penitent, acknowledging our faulty lives to you. Then, may we receive the mercy promised to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. (Silence is kept.)

Assurance of Pardon
Forgiven and healed, we open ourselves to the grace, the peace, the hope offered to us through our loving God. This is the good news we have received!  Graced and blessed, we are able to live our lives for others, taking them by the hand to reach that finish line called the Kingdom. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Song: #2 “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah” (Verses 1,2 5,6)

Reading of Scripture: Good News Translations		Judy Wagner
	
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18: The good fight of faith

As for me, the hour has come for me to be sacrificed; the time is here for me to leave this life. I have done my best in the race, I have run the full distance, and I have kept the faith.  And now there is waiting for me the victory prize of being put right with God, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that Day—and not only to me, but to all those who wait with love for God to appear.

No one stood by me the first time I defended myself; all deserted me. May God not count it against them! But the Lord stayed with me and gave me strength, so that I was able to proclaim the full message for all the Gentiles to hear; and I was rescued from being sentenced to death. And the Lord will rescue me from all evil and take me safely into the heavenly Kingdom. To God be the glory forever and ever! Amen.

Luke 18:9-14: A Pharisee and tax collector pray

Jesus also told this parable to people who were sure of their own goodness and despised everybody else. “Once there were two men who went up to the Temple to pray: one was a Pharisee, the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood apart by himself and prayed, ‘I thank you, God, that I am not greedy, dishonest, or an adulterer, like everybody else. I thank you that I am not like that tax collector over there. I fast two days a week, and I give you one tenth of all my income.’  But the tax collector stood at a distance and would not even raise his face to heaven, but beat on his breast and said, ‘God, have pity on me, a sinner!’  I tell you,” said Jesus, “the tax collector, and not the Pharisee, was in the right with God when he went home. For those who make themselves great will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be made great.”

Chimes and Bells Choir 
  Amazing Grace
  Breathe on Me Breath of God
  Nearer My God to Thee

For the Child in All of Us

The Message: “Who Should We Vote Off The Island?”					Lou Ann Norsetter

Song #575 – “O For a World” (Verses 1, 2, 5)

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to Generosity
If our lives, our love, our gifts are not shared with others, the words we offer in prayer and praise are hollow. So, receive what we offer, Holy God, and bless them in the work of that kingdom which values the people we ridicule, lifts up those we have stepped over, and brings hope and healing to all.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.

Bringing Our Gifts to God #785 (While the offering is brought forward)
We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be; all that we have is yours alone, we
give it gratefully.

Unison Offertory Prayer
In these moments, in this holy place, upon these gifts which offer hope and life, upon these people who seek to be faithful, pour your Spirit of compassion, and peace, O God of all.  May they carry compassion to the lost.  May the tears of our eyes at the brokenness of the world become a healing balm.  Amen.

Song:  #76 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

Announcements from the Congregation

Benediction (in Unison)  
Leader:		We have offered praise and prayer to our God,
All:		Who sends us out to offer peace and hope to others.
Leader:	We have heard the call of Jesus in the silence and singing,
All:		And we will join him is speaking for the voiceless.
Leader:	Filled by the Spirit with faith and trust,
All:		We go to serve others, humbly and lovingly.

The Postlude
Parts of the service have been inspired by “Thom Shuman Lectionary Liturgies.”

For the Child in All of Us!

Have you ever received a gold star on your homework? Or on the sheet music for a song, you played? This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC


Maybe your teacher wrote “Good Job!” on your paper. Or you received a “letter” for playing a sport at school! 

How does that make you feel? Tell us about a time that someone recognized you for a great job you did!

Today’s story is about a man who does everything right. It could have been a woman doing exactly the same thing.  The man prays all the time. He gives lots of money to his church or temple.  He follows the rules by “fasting” several times a week. Do you know what fasting means? It means eating less than normal; to show we understand many people never have enough to eat.  We try to help them out by donating the money we would have spent on food.

So, this person feels he deserves a star for his good works. Maybe he does. But he goes one step further. He then says I’m so glad I’m not like other people who don’t pray all the time, who don’t give a lot to their church, who never fast or give up food. He even thanks God he’s not like a poor man next to him.Good Job!!
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA


The poor man simple prays that he knows he has fallen short and doesn’t do all the things the richer man does. He asks God to forgive him for not always being good. He is very humble in his prayer.

Jesus than asks, who do you think is living right? What do you think? 

It’s great to receive awards and recognition. We graciously accept the honor. We don’t need to then say we’re better than everyone else.  Jesus just wants us to know we are loved for who we are.
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