


A Service of the Word and Sacrament
All Saints Day
November 2, 2025
“Our maturity will be judged by how well we are able to agree to disagree
 and yet continue to love one another, to care for one another, 
and cherish one another and seek the greater good of the other.  
Bishop Desmond Tutu
RINGING OF THE BELL

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND GREETING 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Praise be to God!

*CHORAL GATHERING 							“Sweet, Sweet Spirit” No. 293
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love;
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise.
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place. 

There are blessings you cannot receive till you know that Spirit’s fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, “I am going to stay with Jesus all the way.” 
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love;
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise.
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you
As the day rises to meet the sun.
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
In Luke's gospel, Jesus called together the disciples and a great multitude to a level place.
There he spoke, "Blessed are you who are poor..…  Blessed are you who are hungry….
Blessed are you who weep……”
God, we have heard your invitation.
God, we are ones who need your love, your mercy, and your strength. 
God, open your arms to us, we pray. 
Today we celebrate All-Saints Day. 
We bring to mind the church in heaven, and the church on earth.
We remember those who once sat in these pews.
With uplifted hearts we sing for the hope that is laid before us. Let us pray,
God, we need your Holy Spirit.  If your Holy Spirit is with us, we can endure any heartache.  If your Holy Spirit is with us, we can withstand any disappointment. If your Holy Spirit is with us we have strength enough to not lose hope.  Come into our midst through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN								“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” No. 25
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, in every time of history you have raised up witnesses of faith. Always, you have blessed the church with courageous ones. Always, you have blessed us with prayerful ones. Always, you have given us ones who shamelessly show love for the poor and the powerless.
As we come to you in prayer, forgive us when our witness of faith has been less than stellar. Sometimes we have not been hospitable to the stranger or the visitor in our midst. Sometimes we have not noticed tears in the eyes of others. Sometimes we have passed judgment without knowing, without understanding. And sometimes we have just busied ourselves with meaningless activities while the poor go unattended. Have mercy upon us and help us to follow more closely the way of Jesus. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Beloved, receive the good news of the Gospel. In Christ we have a witness to the resurrection. In Christ we have heard the good news of forgiveness. In Christ we are blessed with hope.  Praise be to God.  

*RESPONSE				    					“Blessed Assurance” No. 473

PSALM 149					Diane Weiland
(Psalm 149 is the church’s appointed psalm for All Saints Day.  Amid the world’s clamor of chaos, power, and evil, this psalm helps us to proclaim the robust power of God.)
Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.
Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory.
Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches.
Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands,
to execute vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples,
to bind their kings with fetters and their nobles with chains of iron,
to execute on them the judgment decreed. This is glory for all his faithful ones. Praise the LORD!

THE NEW TESTAMENT			Ephesians 1:11-23			Diane Weiland
(One of the great proclamations of faith and thanksgiving is found in Ephesians where the author proclaims the riches of our faith in Jesus Christ.)
In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason  I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers,  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.  God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

THE GOSPEL					Luke 6:17-31			Diane Weiland
He came down with them and stood on a level place with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases, and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And everyone in the crowd was trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you[a] on account of the Son of Man.  Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.
“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.
 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you.  If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.  Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

SPECIAL MUSIC						“Let There Be Peace on Earth”	Bell Choir

[bookmark: _Hlk176263873]SERMON ON THE STEPS	“Those Candles on the Table”
	
SERMON	“The Power of a Blessing”

INGATHERING OF PRAYER CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
[bookmark: _Hlk150338549]Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
We establish time in our service of worship today to remember and honor the memory of loved ones who have died during the past year.  The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth (and to us): “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death is your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

NAMING OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE DIED AND THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES
Ann Martin (October 6, 1964--July 12,2025). St. Paul United Church of Christ

*OUR CONFIDENCE IN FAITH
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

THE OFFERING
The church is a blessed community that seeks to serve our Lord Jesus Christ. We are ever-so-grateful for the ways in which individuals reach beyond themselves to express love and concern. 

*OFFERING RESPONSE				“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” No. 780
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, we give thanks. We thank you for believers who surround us in this community of faith. We thank you for the proclamation of the gospel. We thank you for listening to our spoken and unspoken prayers. We thank you for being with us and beneath us and ahead of us and within us in every season of life. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(Congregations of the United Church of Christ practice an open communion. Everyone is invited to receive the sacrament.)
The Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week Jesus Christ was raised from death and on that same day sat at the table with two disciples and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children, come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather about Christ’s table. 
This table is for all Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people.  God be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, God of majesty and mercy, for calling forth the creation and raising us from dust by the breath of your being. We bless you for the bounty of the earth and for the vision of the day when sharing by all will mean scarcity for none. 
We rejoice that you call the entire human family to this table of sacrifice and victory. We come in celebration of Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time. Born of Mary, Christ lived among us to reveal the mystery of your Word, to suffer and die on the cross for us, to be raised from death on the third day and then to live in glory. We bless you, gracious God, for the presence of your Holy Spirit in the church you have gathered. We praise you with joy.
Holy, Holy, Holy God of love and majesty, 
the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus gathered the disciples for the feast of Passover.  Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way also he took the cup, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ died, breaking the power of sin;
Christ is risen, breaking the cycle of death;
Christ will come again, bringing the power of the gospel for all.
We spread your table with these gifts of the earth and of our labor. We present to you our lives, committed to your service. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit on this bread, this cup and on us. Strengthen your church in our ministry of the Gospel. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING CUP

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN										“Be Not Afraid” (Insert)
You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst,
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way.
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand.
You shall see the face of God and live.

(Refrain) Be not afraid. I go before you always. 
Come, follow me, and I will give you rest.

If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.
If you stand before the power of hell and death is at your side,
Know that I am with you through it all. (Refrain)

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be theirs.
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh.
And if wicked tongues insult and hate you all because of me,
Blessed, blessed are you. (Refrain)

*ANNOUNCEMENTS

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION	

*POSTLUDE

Tour of Civil Rights Site Planned
Our WI Conference Minister, Franz Rigert, will be leading a six-day trip to Alabama sites that played key roles in the Civil Rights movement. The trip will be February 1-6 and will include visits to Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, the Edmund Pettus Bridge and Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church in Selma, and the 16th Avenue Baptist Church in Birmingham. Participants will travel by bus (assuming a minimum of 30 people) and cost $1,200 per person. Email Franz at frigert@wcucc.org if you’re interested in signing up or go to the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ web site.



