ST. JOHN’S UCC
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
November 9, 2025

RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE

WELCOME AND GREETING
	Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Let us gather together for praise and thanksgiving. 
All: Let us celebrate our common tradition. 
One: Let us gather to hear the Good News. 
All: Let us rededicate ourselves to the Way of Christ.
One: Let us be both comforted and challenged this day.
All: Let us rejoice in the community of Jesus Christ!

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Let us pray: The warmth of the sun praises you.  The cool nights sing your praise.  The beauty of the falling leaves speaks to the love in your heart.  The bounty of the fields proclaim your generous providing.  We join our prayers with the praise of the earth itself and give you thanks for this time spent together in the name of Christ.  Amen.

SONG 	#52 “There Is a Name I Love to Hear”

SCRIPTURE READING
Psalm 98	Praise the Judge of the World A Psalm.			Keith Weiland
1 O sing to the LORD a new song for he has done marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. 2 The LORD has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises.5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody.6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD.
7 Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the world and those who live in it.8Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.

Job 19:23-27a					Keith Weiland
“O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! 25 For I know that my vindicator[b] lives and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!

Luke 20: 27-38					Keith Weiland
The Question about the Resurrection
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 28 and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man[b] shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the second[c] 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of them are alive.”

A CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CHILDREN SINGING “Peace Like A River”

THE MESSAGE – Is There a Now? Is There a Later?

SONG (on monitors) His Grace Will Carry You

PASTORAL PRAYER (Joys and Concerns)

Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
One: Let us turn our attention to God’s providing.
All: Let us turn our attention to our response.
One: Our Maker created a world without our asking for it.
All: We live and breathe in it, without much thought to its existence.
One: With one voice, Lord, we now thank you for all that we have and enjoy.
All: Give us grace, God, to cherish it and make the most of it. Amen.

BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #780 The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, you heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE OFFERING PRAYER
One: Merciful Father,
All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first give us – ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
One: Receive them for the sake of the one who offered himself for us,
All: Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG #454 “Lord, I Want To Be a Christian”

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BENEDICTION
One: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you in favor and give you peace.
All: Amen!

*POSTLUDE
