ST. JOHN’S and ST. PAUL’S UCC
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 16, 2025

RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE

WELCOME AND GREETING
	Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
ALL: A LIGHT NO DARKNESS CAN EXTINGUISH.
One: We give glory and thanks to You, O God;
ALL: IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERING AND GRIEF.
One: We find hope,
ALL: THROUGH THE GIFT OF NEW LIFE, WE SHARE YOUR WHOLENESS, SHALOM.
One: And beyond all our endings we encounter the mystery of Your love.
ALL: TO YOU, CREATIVE AND EMPOWERING GOD BE ALL THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE.  HERE AND EVERYWHERE, MAY WE BE FILLED WITH THANKFULNESS, O GOD, ALL THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
O God of hope, who inspires Your children with courage and enthusiasm because of Your restoration of life: Grant us the blessing of being made whole by Your love expressed in Jesus, so that we may sing for joy in praise of our redemption.  Our Redemer lives. Amen.

SONG #59 “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”

SCRIPTURE READING					Kathy Herwig

[bookmark: _Hlk213941810]Hebrews 6:13-20
The Certainty of God’s Promise
13 When God made a promise to Abraham, because he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham,[a] having patiently endured, obtained the promise. 16 Humans, of course, swear by someone greater than themselves, and an oath given as confirmation puts an end to all dispute among them. 17 In the same way, when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, 18 so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. 19 We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Job 42:1-9
Job Is Humbled and Satisfied
42 Then Job answered the LORD: 2 “I know that you can do all things and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore, I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me that I did not know. 4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you declare to me.’ 5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”



Job’s Friends Are Humiliated
7 After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite: “My wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 Now therefore take seven bulls and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering, and my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly, for you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has done.” 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the LORD had told them, and the LORD accepted Job’s prayer.

THE MESSAGE: Anchors Away: Finding Your Anchor Before the Hurricanes Hit

SONG (on monitors) “Thank You Lord” by Chris Else

PASTORAL PRAYER (Joys and Concerns)

Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

UNISON INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
ALL: GOD HAS DONE GREAT THINGS FOR US, RESTORING OUR FORTUNES WHEN WE LOSE FAITH IN OURSELVES AND REASSURING US OF THE GOODNESS GOD INTENDS. LET US RESPOND IN JOYOUS GENEROSITY TO THE BLESSINGS GOD BESTOWS.

BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #625 (While the offering is brought forward)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, you heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

UNISON OFFERTORY PRAYER
Creator God, we thank You for the renewal that comes through giving.  As we give this offering, refresh our spirit with joy, peace, and hope.  Let generosity renew our faith and draw us closer to You. Use this gift to bless others and to glorify Your holy name.  Amen.

SONG #488 “Be Still, My Soul”

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
ALL: MAY THE FIRE OF CHRIST CONSUME ALL OF OUR INDIFFERENCE TO GOD; MAY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST ILLUMINATE OUR VISION OF GOD.  MAY THE LOVE OF CHRIST ENLARGE OUR LONGING FOR GOD, AND THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST EMPOWER OUR SERVICE TO GOD.
One: May the blessings of God the Creator, Christ our Redemer and the hope of the Holy Spirit remain with us always. Go forth to love and serve the Lord in all that we are, all that we do, and all we will be.  Amen.


*POSTLUDE

