ST. JOHN’S and ST. PAUL’S UCC
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 RINGING OF THE BELL 				

 THE PRELUDE 
 
*Call to Worship
One: As the sun rises on this new season, we turn within and ask God to renew hope in each one of us.
Many: For the sake of my relatives and friends, proclaim with joy, “Let us go to the house of our God and find hope within!”
One: Though the days are hard, and the news, grim, we turn to our siblings here asking them to trust God, as we have so many times in the past.
Many: For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, “Peace be within the walls of this house, that our hope might spread beyond!”
One: In our fears and our desperation, in our exhaustion and our pain, God wraps us in bands of hope, holding us together so we may continue the struggle for justice and peace.
Many: For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, “I will seek all that is good within the house of God, and I will carry it with me wherever I go!”

*UNISON PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE
God, it is not a year abundant with hope. We cry out for solace, for rest, for strength; we curse in anger at the horrors we see perpetrated in Your name; we turn our backs on those who suffer, and we scorn those who bring suffering upon others. We are lost and demoralized, aching for the hope in Your Word, and yet when You speak, we do not hear. We do not quiet the spirit within or allow Your peace to fall upon us. We root ourselves in devastation when true strength is born out of Your tender grace. Forgive us, God, for abandoning hope in favor of fear and a desire for retribution. Amen!
*WORDS OF GRACE
God does not turn us away when we falter. We are, instead, taken in and given sanctuary so that we may revive in God’s tender mercy. God will be our shelter while we rest, as well as when we are ready, once again, to rise up. Thanks be to God! Amen!

*SONG #106 - “My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise”

Lighting the Candle of Hope		Keith & Diane Weiland
Today, we light the candle of Hope.
We think of Hope as anticipation of something future,
but in truth, Hope can be the incarnation of trust.
We trust in our Wonderful Counselor –
that when we seek guidance, we will find answers.
We trust that when we are exhausted,
our Emmanuel will send someone
to carry our burdens for a while.
We trust our Creator to renew our faith in community,
in the goodness of others,
and in the power of our empathy and action.
We trust in our Beloved God, that, when everything around us
seems too difficult, too broken, too devastating
for us to put to rights on our own,
Hope will appear, and we rush forward,
arms open wide to receive grace.

 THE READING OF SCRIPTURE: Kathy Aulik

Isaiah 2:1-5 - War transformed into peace
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Psalm 122 - Gladness in God's house
I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD!" Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem built as a city that is bound firmly together. To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls and security within your towers." For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, "Peace be within you." For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good.

Matthew 24:36-44 - The sudden coming of salvation
"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.
Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

HANDBELL and CHIMES CHOIRS - We Gather Together 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 

THE MESSAGE – “Hope”

SONG (on monitors): “Prepare the Way” Highfield Community Baptist Church

[bookmark: _Hlk195026750]UNISON INVITATION TO GENEROSITY (UCC Worship Ways)
	   Hope is not only fuel that sustains our spirits. Hope lives within the tangible gifts we give each week to support the most vulnerable among us. In our generosity, we act on God’s behalf, ensuring the needs of our community are met.

BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #785 (While the offering is brought forward)
		We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be; all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

UNISON OFFERTORY PRAYER (UCC Worship Ways)
 	Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope. We place our trust in you and in those who faithfully care for your people, that these gifts will be used to protect and uplift those who are in need. Help us to remember our role to act as agents of your grace each and every day. Amen

SONG #116 – “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*THE BENEDICTION (UCC Worship Ways)
		When we leave this place today, let us carry the flame of Hope within us, no matter how small it may seem. We feed it with the knowledge that God’s love is incendiary. Our Beloved’s breath blows through us, allowing the flames to rise and catch and give us strength all the days of our lives. Go with hope and go in peace my friends! Amen!

*THE POSTLUDE 




