


A Service of the Word and Sacrament
Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.”   Matthew 3:1-2

RINGING OF THE BELL

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND GREETING 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Praise be to God!

*CHORAL GATHERING 				“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” No. 116, vss. 1,2

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

O come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show and help us in that way to go.
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

*CALL TO WORSHIP	                                                          
O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you
As the day rises to meet the sun.
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
Early in Luke's gospel, we are told of a priest, Zechariah, who was selected to enter the sanctuary.  While the assembly of people prayed outside, an angel of the Lord appeared to him.  When Zachariah saw him, he was terrified.  But the angel said,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will be you a son, and you will name him John.” 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  The mother and father announced that his name would be John.  All the people were amazed, and they asked,  
“What they will this child become?”
For indeed the hand of the Lord was with them.

*HYMN					“The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore” No. 115, vss. 1-3

*LIGHTING OF SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 		“Peace”		Keith & Diane Weiland
We gather around the Advent wreath by lighting the first Advent candle, hope.  The prophet Isaiah reminds us, “For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.”   
We light the candle of hope.  (Light the first candle.)

Today is the second Sunday of Advent.  As people of faith, we remind ourselves that none of us is perfect.  We all make mistakes.  We say and do bad things.  We think dark thoughts.  Only Jesus obeyed God fully.  Jesus offers forgiveness and helps us live in community.  God gives us peace.  Our reading is from the prophet Isaiah:

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, “Prince of Peace.” His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.” 

We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into the world.  With the coming of Christ, there is peace.  Jesus is called the Prince of Peace.  Christ’s name is also Emmanuel, “God with us.”  The presence of Christ with us gives us peace, day by day.  (Light the second candle.) 
Please pray with me,
Loving God, we confess our need for you.  The poor and the hungry cry for help.  Our children live in a world that is dangerous.  We are anxious.  We are short-tempered.  It is easier to be competitive than it is to be compassionate.  Breathe your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray.  Grant us your peace through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
*RESPONSE 						“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” No. 116, vss. 6,7

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by your advent here;
Love stirs within the womb of night, and death’s own shadows put to flight,
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

O come, Desire of Nations, bind—all peoples in one heart and mind;
Make envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
 
Isaiah 11:1-10	(Responsively)		 Kathy Aulik
(Hundreds of years before Christ, the prophet wrote of a Messiah who would come from God.)
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

THE NEW TESTAMENT Romans 15:4-13	 Kathy Aulik
(In this season of Advent, the church prepares for the coming of Jesus Christ.  In this text written by Paul, the church is encouraged to practice hospitality that reflects the depth of our faith in God.)

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
THE GOSPEL	Matthew 3:1-12	 Kathy Aulik
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
[bookmark: _Hlk176263873]SERMON ON THE STEPS	“An Advent Calendar”
	
SERMON	“The Uncomfortable, Beautiful Words of John”

INGATHERING OF PRAYER CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (St. John’s: debts/debtors; St. Paul’s: sins/sin against us)
[bookmark: _Hlk150338549]Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

THE OFFERING
The church is that community where we are bold to live our lives into the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Your lives matter.  Your decisions matter.  Your trust in God matters.    

*OFFERING RESPONSE				“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” No. 780
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, in this season of waiting and hope, we bring our gifts to you—
signs of gratitude for blessings received,
and seeds of faith for the world you are renewing.
Bless these offerings,
that they may bring light where there is shadow,
comfort where there is sorrow, and peace where there is unrest.
As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ,
make us generous in love, bold in justice, and steadfast in hope.
In the name of Jesus who is our joy and our salvation, Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(Congregations of the United Church of Christ practice an open communion.  Everyone is invited to receive the sacrament.)
Blessed are you, Lord God of creation: through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. As you sent your son, Jesus Christ, to be the Bread of Life, this meal will feed us body and soul.  
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of his glory.
Praise be to the living God.  Amen  
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this cup to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. As Jesus Christ poured out his life for us even onto death, this cup renews your Spirit within us. All things come from you, and of your own do we give back to you. 
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ your Son. When he humbled himself in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed to open for us the way of salvation. Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we wait for the day when our Lord will come again in glory. And so, we join our voices with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory: 
Glory be to you, O God.  Jesus Christ is your Son, the One foretold by all the prophets whom Mary bore with love.  John the Baptist was his herald. Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his birth.   We pray that when he comes again he may find us watching and waiting, with hearts filled with wonder.   
We remember the night when our Lord Jesus Christ was betrayed, he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke
it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; This is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.   
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until you come in
glory. And so, we pray that you would send your Holy Spirit on your people and gather us together in your realm
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP

THE DISTRIBUTION

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN							“Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” No. 122

*ANNOUNCEMENTS

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION	

*POSTLUDE

Tour of Civil Rights Site Planned---Six Spaces Remain…….
Our WI Conference Minister, Franz Rigert, will be leading a six-day trip to Alabama sites that played key roles in the Civil Rights movement. The trip will be February 1-6 and will include visits to Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, the Edmund Pettus Bridge and Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church in Selma, and the 16th Avenue Baptist Church in Birmingham. Participants will travel by bus (assuming a minimum of 30 people) and cost $1,200 per person. Email Franz at frigert@wcucc.org if you’re interested in signing up or go to the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ web site.




