ST. JOHN’S and ST. PAUL’S UCC
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE

WELCOME AND GREETING
	Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 	Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
One: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up Your might and come to save us!
ALL: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
One: O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in full measure. You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves.
ALL: Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
O God of Everlasting Love: As the spirit of Christmas is felt in so many places of our world, let the spirit of Christ dwell within our hearts so that we may truly belong to Him.  We rejoice in the message of His birth, which brings with it a great comfort and a sure hope. Let this time of worship and celebration be a time to renew our faith and empower us for discipleship, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*SONG #106 “My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise”

Lighting of the Advent Candles			Wayne & Patty Stuckmann
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Focus: Luke1:26-38)
Reader 1: O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent. (With the first three candles burning, a family member lights the fourth candle.)

Reader 2: We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary.  Fill us with Your grace and light.

Reader 1: Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman.  Even though her peasant life was not easy, she hears God’s voice and said yes.  Her song was a prayer that would up lift those who were downtrodden.  Her lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to change.  She would bear within her the promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World.  This Advent, we respond to God’s beckoning to us as well.

PEOPLE: REVEALING GOD, VISIT US, AND FILL US WITH YOUR SPIRIT.  BRING YOUR GOOD NEWS TO LIFE WITHIN US.  GIVE US COURAGE TO CARRY YOUR LIGHT INTO THE INJUSTICES AND SHADOWS OF THIS WORLD.  AMEN.

SCRIPTURE READING	Matthew 11:2-11 Messengers from John the Baptist			Patty Stuckmann

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah[a] was doing, he sent word by his[b] disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
Jesus Praises John the Baptist
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone[c] dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet?[d] Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Luke 6:46-49 The Two Foundations

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? 47 I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. 48 That one is like a man building a house who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it because it had been well built.[a] 49 But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, it quickly collapsed, and great was the ruin of that house.”

A CHILDREN’S MESSAGE									Jessica Barts

THE MESSAGE “The Gospel According to Your Deeds”

SONG (on monitors) “If I Were There”

PASTORAL PRAYER (Joys and Concerns)

Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

UNISON INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
Hope is not only fuel that sustains our spirits.  Hope lives within the tangible gifts we give each week to support the most vulnerable among us.  In our generosity, we act on God’s behalf, ensuring the needs of our community are met.

*BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #625 (While the offering is brought forward)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, you heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*UNISON OFFERTORY PRAYER
Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to You in the spirit of Hope. We place our trust in You and in those who faithfully care for Your people, that these gifts will be used to protect and uplift those who are in need. Help us to remember our role to act as agents of Your grace each and every day.  Amen.

*SONG #144 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BENEDICTION (UCC WORSHIP WAYS)
When we leave this place today, let us carry the flame of Hope within us, no matter how small it may seem.  We feed it with the knowledge that God’s love is incendiary. Our Beloved’s breath blows through us, allowing the flames to rise and catch and give us strength all the days of our lives.  Go with hope and go in peace my friends! Amen!

*POSTLUDE
