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Ringing of the Bells

The Prelude								Angel Medley Duet by Joan and Helen

*Call to Worship (responsive; based on Philippians 4:4-7) Please stand as you are able.
Gracious and Eternal God, angels appeared to Joseph in dreams and guided him in protecting the Christ child. Come to us now in our worship and speak to us and guide us. Fill us with your Spirit that we may hear and obey and so serve and glorify you. Open our hearts now, so that as the scriptures are read and your good news proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you are saying to us today. Amen.

*Unison Prayer For Transformation
God, of grace, we who are attached to our lives as they are confess that we need to be made new.  Forgive our sin, heal our hearts, and re-create us.  As the new year dawns, let the old self we fearfully cling to pass away; raise us in your love, and grant that we may continually be made new by your grace.
(Silent prayer…)

Assurance of Pardon
As we stand at the manger, we thank you, Holy Infant, for assuring us of your eternal love. Because you came to us in human form, you understand our earthly challenges and need of forgiveness. We bless you for your birth into our lives, sanctifying us in unity and holy love. Amen.

*Song: #105 “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear”

Reading of Scripture:			Charlotte & Jerrison Werdeo
	
First Reading:  Isaiah 63:7-9	The Lord's Goodness to Israel (Good News Translation)
I will tell of the Lord's unfailing love; I praise him for all he has done for us. He has richly blessed the people of Israel because of his mercy and constant love.

The Lord said, “They are my people; they will not deceive me.” And so, he saved them from all their suffering. It was not an angel, but the Lord himself who saved them. In his love and compassion, he rescued them. He had always taken care of them in the past.

Gospel:  Matthew 2:13-17, 19-23 The Flight to Egypt and Return (Good News Translation)
After they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and said, “Herod will be looking for the child in order to kill him. So, get up, take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to leave.”

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left during the night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod died. This was done to make come true what the Lord had said through the prophet, “I called my Son out of Egypt.”

When Herod realized that the visitors from the East had tricked him, he was furious. He gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its neighborhood who were two years old and younger—this was done in accordance with what he had learned from the visitors about the time when the star had appeared.

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go back to the land of Israel, because those who tried to kill the child are dead.” So, Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went back to Israel.

But when Joseph heard that Archelaus (pronounced Ark-eh-LAY-us) had succeeded his father Herod as king of Judea, he was afraid to go there. He was given more instructions in a dream, so he went to the province of Galilee and made his home in a town named Nazareth. And so, what the prophets had said came true: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

For the Child in All of Us  

The Message: “Marching Orders from the Manger”						Lou Ann Norsetter

*Song: #148 “What Child is This?”

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to Generosity
Holy Spirit, may you envelope us in a spirit of generosity, freely giving ourselves to your promise of everlasting love here on earth.  With our gifts, we work toward a community of peace and justice for all.

*Bringing Our Gifts to God #785 (While the offering is brought forward)
We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be; all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

*Unison Offertory Prayer
We offer our gifts, our time and our very lives seeking your mercy, love, and compassion.  Let us share these gifts to share with others.  May our gifts bring the peace of Christ to our world.  Bless what we give today in honor of the Christ Child yet in the manger.  Amen.

*Song:  #144 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Announcements from the Congregation

Benediction
Gracious God, Joseph served you in faith, and through his obedience great gifts came into this world. In gratitude we give you our lives, symbolized in these gifts. Receive them with love, bless them with grace, and use them according to your will. In this new year, make us new, and send us into the world to listen for your word and to follow in faith, to serve you by serving others, in the name of Christ. Amen.

The Postlude
Parts of the service have been inspired by “unfoldinglight.net”.
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