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RINGING OF THE BELL

THE PRELUDE

WELCOME AND GREETING
	Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
	Praise be to God!

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Arise, shine; for your light has come!
ALL: WE HAVE CHASED THE STAR ACROSS THE SKY.  WE HAVE JOURNEYED FAR TO WORSHIP THE BABE IN THE MANGER
One: The Glory of God has risen upon you!
ALL: WE HAVE OPENED OUR TREASURES BEFORE THE BABE: OUR WEALTH, OUR HOPES, OUR VERY LIVES.
One: Again, arise, shine; for your light has come!

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
O God, you create all things.  You bear all things, you hope all things, you endure all things.  Each of your creatures, all of your children are members of your body.  All partake of your promise.
	Open your heavens and descend like a dove upon the world; make plain your hidden plan, your mysterious purpose for our lives.  Standing in the waters of our baptism, we await your presence.

*SONG #172 “Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult”

SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 12:10-20 	Abram and Sarai in Egypt				Jeremiah Rehrauer
10 Now there was a famine in the land. So, Abram went down to Egypt to reside there as an alien, for the famine was severe in the land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know well that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife’; then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, so that it may go well with me because of you and that my life may be spared on your account.” 14 When Abram entered Egypt the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15 When the officials of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And for her sake he dealt well with Abram, and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female slaves, female donkeys, and camels.
17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her, and be gone.” 20 And Pharaoh gave his men orders concerning him, and they set him on the way with his wife and all that he had.

Matthew 4:1-11	The Testing of Jesus				Jeremiah Rehrauer
4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
 
SONG (on monitors) “Thank You Lord” by Jocely Soriano

THE MESSAGE “Why Good People do Bad Things”

PASTORAL PRAYER (Joys and Concerns)

Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

UNISON INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
Abundance and wealth have come to us, that we might experience the privilege of sharing. Christ, who often had nowhere to lay his head, gave life itself to unfold before us the way of life. As we share what we have received, our lives are opened to appreciate and enjoy more of God’s blessings. Let us bring our offerings to God.

*BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO GOD #625 (While the offering is brought forward)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, you heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*UNISON OFFERTORY PRAYER
Dear God: With all that we have, help us to be content; and in our contentment, to be grateful; and in our gratitude, to be generous; and I our generosity, to share the love of Christ with those in need. We ask in his name. Amen.

*SONG #478 “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BENEDICTION
May God touch you with the Holy Spirit and with power; may you go forth from this place to do good and heal all who are oppressed by evil, for God is with you.

*POSTLUDE
