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Ringing of the Bells

The Prelude

*Call to Worship (responsive)
Leader:	Come, people of God—the dawn is breaking!  A new day rises where sorrow had settled in.
People:	The dawn is breaking—and we rise with it.
Leader:	Where burdens have bent us low, the Holy One draws near, steadying our steps.
People:	The Holy One draws near—and we gather our courage.
Leader:	Where yokes have weighed on shoulders and spirits, God is loosening what has held us down.
People:	What held us down is lifting—and we move toward freedom.
Leader:	Come, all who yearn for justice; all who hope for healing; all who hunger for joy.
People:	We come to the dawning way, we come to the hopeful way, we come to the way God makes glorious.

*Unison Prayer For Transformation (Please stand as you are able.)
Holy Companion of our difficult days, you call us toward what is new even when we feel worn or uncertain.  We confess the weight we carry—worries we rehearse, the fears we nurture, the habits that hold us tight, patterns we cling to, the moments we turn from compassion, the truths we avoid.

Unbind what tightens around our hearts.  Lift what has grown too heavy.  Make room in us for generosity,
justice, and the courage to begin again.  Shape us for your healing work as this new day unfolds.  Amen.
(Silent prayer…)

Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news of the Gospel:  People who have walked under heavy burdens have been met by the One who lifts them.  People who have carried what felt unshakeable have felt the yoke break from their shoulders.

Into every place of strain or sorrow, God’s mercy draws near.  God’s compassion reaches out.  God’s grace opens a way forward.  In this promise, receive your freedom.  In this grace, begin again.  Amen.

Song: “Be A Light” by Shawna Edwards

Reading of Scripture:				Lucas & Leah Bender
	
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4	The Future King (Good News Translation)
There will be no way for them to escape from this time of trouble.  The land of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali was once disgraced, but the future will bring honor to this region, from the Mediterranean eastward to the land on the other side of the Jordan, and even to Galilee itself, where the foreigners live.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  They lived in a land of shadows, but now light is shining on them.  You have given them great joy, Lord; you have made them happy.  They rejoice in what you have done, as people rejoice when they harvest grain or when they divide captured wealth.

For you have broken the yoke that burdened them and the rod that beat their shoulders.  You have defeated the nation that oppressed and exploited your people, just as you defeated the army of Midian long ago.


Gospel:  Matthew 4:12–23  Jesus Begins His Work in Galilee (Good News Translation)
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he went away to Galilee.  He did not stay in Nazareth, but went to live in Capernaum, a town by Lake Galilee, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali.  This was done to make come true what the prophet Isaiah had said,

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, on the road to the sea, on the other side of the Jordan, Galilee, land of the Gentiles!   The people who live in darkness will see a great light.  On those who live in the dark land of death the light will shine.”  From that time Jesus began to preach his message: “Turn away from your sins, because the Kingdom of heaven is near!”

As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two brothers who were fishermen, Simon (called Peter) and his brother Andrew, catching fish in the lake with a net.  Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I will teach you to catch people.”   At once they left their nets and went with him.

He went on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat with their father Zebedee, getting their nets ready. Jesus called them, and at once they left the boat and their father and went with him.

Jesus went all over Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the Good News about the Kingdom, and healing people who had all kinds of disease and sickness.

For the Child in All of Us: “This Little Light of Mine” (Hymn 525)

The Message:	A Light at the End of the Tunnel						Lou Ann Norsetter

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to Generosity
Faithful Friends, when burdens are lifted and the way before us opens, gratitude rises in us like a new day.  The God who breaks the yoke of despair also invites us to join the work of healing, justice, and joyful community.
In thanksgiving for the mercy, we have received, and in hope for the world God is shaping, let us offer our gifts—our resources, our commitments, our lives—so that the way of compassion may grow wide enough for all.  Let us give with courage and with joy.  Amen.

*Bringing Our Gifts to God #785 (While the offering is brought forward)
We give you but your own, what-e’er the gift may be; all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

*Unison Offertory Prayer
O Way-Making God, You are the source of every mercy and every new beginning, we give thanks for the gifts gathered here and for the hope you are stirring among us. As you lift burdens from weary shoulders and open paths we could not see before, shape these offerings into acts of healing, deeds of justice, and lives of shared joy.  Bless the giving and the givers, that generosity may widen your way and strengthen the communities we touch.
With gratitude for all you are doing in us and through us, we dedicate these gifts to the work of compassion you entrust to our care.  Amen.

*Song: #173 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore (Verses 1, 2)
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2

2 You have come down to the lakeshore
Seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy.
But only asking for me to follow.

O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat
Now with you, I will seek other seas.

3 You know full well my possessions,
Neither treasure nor weapons for conquest.
Just these my fish nets and will for working.

O Jesus, you have looked into my eyes
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat
Now with you, I will seek other seas.

Announcements from the Congregation

Benediction
Go now in the presence of the One who lifts what is heavy, breaks what binds, and opens the way before you.  As a new day unfolds, may courage rise in you, may compassion guide you, and joy find room to grow.  The Spirit who descends and remains goes with you, goes before you, and goes within you making glorious the way you walk.  Go in peace, to begin again.  Amen.

The Postlude

Parts of the service have been inspired by “Worship Ways,” ucc.org.
