


A Service of the Word and Sacrament
Transfiguration Sunday
February 15, 2026

“It is not the religious act that makes the Christian,
But participation in the suffering of God in the life of the world.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
RINGING OF THE BELL

PRELUDE

*WELCOME AND GREETING 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Praise be to God!

*CHORAL GATHERING 	“Surely the Presence”
(First time, accompanied; Second time, a cappella)
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;
I can feel His mighty power and his grace,
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on earth face,
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP	                                                          
   O Lord, let my soul rise-up to meet you
As the day rises to meet the sun.
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
The Lord is Sovereign; let the people be in awe.
God is enthroned in the heavens above.
The Lord is Sovereign, greater than the rulers of this world.
The Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  Amen.
Holy God,  
You are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ, whose compassion illumines the world.  Transform us into the likeness of Christ, who renewed our humanity through his love, his mercy, and his power over death.  As we enter worship, we offer ourselves to the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

*HYMN						“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” No. 173

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
I invite you to join your voice with mine as we come before our Lord in prayer……
Lord of life, when King David came before you---he knelt.  When Moses recognized your voice in the burning busy---he took off his sandals.  When you came near to Elijah, he covered his face.  And when you spoke to Mary, she responded, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  
Lord of life, I do not practice a right relationship with you.  I have a strong ego.  I can be prideful.  I can be stubborn.   I don’t want to admit being wrong.  I have a voice that can speak over others.  I have eyes that can glare.  All these I confess to you, O God, knowing they are harmful and overbearing. God of salvation, I seek to be a trusted and caring person.  Help me to know myself as I am.  Save me from being pompous.  And show me again how much I need you and my neighbors.  I offer this prayer in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Beloved, God’s steadfast love is from everlasting to everlasting.  Our God has come to us in Jesus Christ.  He has borne our iniquities, and he has suffered our grief.  The Gospel announces that we are saved by faith through grace.   
Praise be to God.  Amen.  

*RESPONSE 							“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” Vss. 1,3,4
Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, God of love,
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the storms of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.

You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed,
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest.
Lovint Spirit, Father, Mother, all who love belong to you;
Teach us how to love each other, by that love our joy renew.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which the morning stars began,
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, reconciling race and clan.
Ever singing, move we forward, faithful in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us onward in the triumph song of live

PSALM 99 (Responsively)		Jax Heim/Will Wehmeier
The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The LORD is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he!
Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Extol the LORD our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!
Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel also was among those who called on his name.
They cried to the LORD, and he answered them.
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; they kept his decrees, and the statutes that he gave them.
O LORD our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them,
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
Extol the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God is holy.

THE OLD TESTAMENT		Exodus 24:12-18		Jax & Will
The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’  So, Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God.  To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.  Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

THE GOSPEL			Matthew 17:1-9		Jax & Will
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.  And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.  Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’  While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’  And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’

[bookmark: _Hlk176263873]SERMON ON THE STEPS	“Glorious Jesus”

*HYMN							“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” No. 172

SERMON	“A Glimpse You Won’t Forget”

INGATHERING OF PRAYER CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (St. John’s: debts/debtors; St. Paul’s: sins/sin against us)
[bookmark: _Hlk150338549]Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF MINISTRY
Affirmation of ministry is the act whereby a local church of the United Church of Christ recognizes the diverse gifts of its members and celebrates this particular ministry of each person in the life of the church.  There are different kings of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them.  
There are different ways of serving, but the same God is served.
There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God gives ability to each of us for our particular service.
The Holy Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all.
God is like a single body, which has many parts.
It is still one body, even though it is made up of different parts.
If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it; if one part if praised, all the other parts share its happiness.
All of us together are Christ’s body, and each one is a part of it.
Erica Gollhardt and Ross Bender have been called by God, in accordance with the faith and order of St. John United Church of Christ to serve among us. They have accepted their call and are before us in witness to their willingness to serve.  
They have been called by God to serve.  They have accepted their call and desire to witness to that call in the presence of this congregation.  
Erica and Ross, having prayerfully considered the duties and responsibilities of your ministry, are you prepared to serve with the help of God in Christ name and for the glory of God?
(Ross and Erica):  I am.
Do you promise to exercise your ministry diligently and faithfully, showing forth the love of Christ?
(Ross and Erica):  I do, relying on God’s grace.
Members of this household of faith, let us affirm our intention to live in covenant with them.  If you are able, please stand,
We celebrate the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the service of Jesus Christ. We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist you that together we may be a faithful church of Jesus Christ.  
PRAYER

THE OFFERING
Jesus comes down to us as a gift of presence, compassion, and companionship. His entire life is a demonstration of committed generosity. We too are called to present our lives as a gift of service to God and the world God has created.  Let us reveal the glory of God by the giving of our good gifts.

*OFFERING RESPONSE				“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” No. 780
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, you heavenly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, it is our delight to share gifts with others.  Life is made more beautiful when benevolence is practiced within and beyond the church.  As you have given yourself to us, we seek to live in a way that shows forth loving kindness through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(Congregations of the United Church of Christ practice an open communion.  Everyone is invited to receive the sacrament.)
The Gospel teaches us that on the first day of the week Jesus Christ was raised from death and on that same day sat at the table with two disciples, and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

This is the joyful feast of the people of God.  Men and women, young and old, come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather about Christ’s Table. 

This table is for all Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people. God be with you.
And also, with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, God of majesty and mercy, for calling forth the creation, and raising us from dust by the breath of your being.  We bless you for the bounty of the earth and for the vision of the day when sharing by all will mean scarcity for none.  We rejoice that you call the entire human family to this table. We come in celebration of the gift of Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to be the good news.  Born of Mary, Christ lived among us to reveal the mystery of your Word, to suffer and die on the cross for us, to be raised from death on the third day and now to live in glory. We bless you, gracious God, for the presence of your Holy Spirit in the church you have gathered. 

Holy, Holy, Holy God, of love and majesty, 
the whole universe speaks of your glory.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest! 

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus gathered the disciples for the feast of Passover. Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: 
“This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way also Jesus poured the cup, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith.  
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  

We spread your table with these gifts. We present you with our lives, committed to your service. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit on this bread, this cup, and on us. Strengthen your church in our ministry of the Gospel. We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENTAL ELEMENTS

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN                                                                                                         “As We Gather at Your Table” No. 332

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION	

*POSTLUDE







